
CM\802805EN.doc PE438.353

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Petitions

22.1.2010

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1093/2009 by Adolfo Pablo Lapi (Italian), on protecting the ‘Made in 
Italy’ designation

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner claims that the ‘Made in Italy’ designation is being misused. He states that 
products that are not produced in Italy nevertheless often bear the ‘Made in Italy’ label. Hence 
the petitioner is calling for legislation to put an end to this form of counterfeiting. Such 
legislation should ensure that it is possible to verify where a product was really made, so that 
Italian manufacturers who produce their products entirely in Italy are protected.   

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 19 November 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 22 January 2010.

In recent years, the matter of origin marking has often been considered at EU level. The 
European Parliament has repeatedly called for EU harmonised rules in this field, most 
recently in a Resolution adopted on 25 November 20091. However, for the time being, there is 
no EU specific legislation on origin marking, be it for goods produced within (e.g. 'Made in 
Italy', 'Made in the EU') or outside the EU. A Commission Proposal of 2005 for a Council 
Regulation on the indication of the country of origin of certain products imported from third 
countries is still pending in front of the European Parliament and the Council2.

                                               
1 B7-0146/2009 / P7_TA-PROV(2009)0093
2 COM(2005)661 final.



PE438.353 2/2 CM\802805EN.doc

EN

As a matter of principle, the Court of Justice held that national measures on origin marking 
are capable of hindering, directly or indirectly, actually or potentially, trade within the EU. 
Such measures have the effect of encouraging the consumption of locally produced goods 
over goods originating elsewhere in the EU. Thus, national measures requiring the 
compulsory marking of the geographical origin of goods produced in other EU countries1 as 
well as national schemes promoting the origin marking of local products2 are incompatible 
with the free movement provisions in the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU3. 

However, businesses may indicate the origin of their products on a voluntary basis, provided 
that such an indication is truthful and non-deceiving. Misleading information regarding the 
geographic origin of goods or services is prohibited in the EU. Thus, Directive 2006/114/EC 
concerning misleading and comparative advertising4 aims to protect the interests of 
competitors and gives persons and organisations with a legitimate interest the right to bring 
legal or administrative action for the cessation or prohibition of deceptive advertising in all its 
forms, including origin marking. Furthermore, Directive 2005/29/EC on unfair commercial 
practices5 prohibits a wide range of misleading practices, including those concerning the 
indication of the geographic origin of goods, which are likely to injure the economic interests 
of average consumers. 

With respect to the use of origin markings such as 'Made in Italy' for products manufactured 
partially or entirely in another country, it is the responsibility of national authorities to make 
an assessment of the potentially misleading character of such practices and to apply the 
existing EU rules in order to bring about their cessation.
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