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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0760/2009 by Engin Yücelen (Cypriot), on the Cypriot authorities’ 
rejection of his application for a passport for his children

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner complains about the rejection by the Cypriot authorities of his application for a 
Cypriot passport for his and his wife’s two under-age children. Both the petitioner and his 
wife are Cypriot citizens. The reason given by the Cypriot authorities for rejecting the 
application is, however, that the children were born before their mother obtained Cypriot 
citizenship. The petitioner considers that this is a serious infringement of his and his wife’s 
rights as EU citizens and asks the European Parliament to intervene.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 6 October 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 17 December 2009.

In view of the brief explanation provided by the petitioner, the Commission asked for 
comments from the Cypriot authorities in order to understand the reason for its refusal to issue 
a national passport to the petitioner’s two children.

While awaiting the response from the Member State, the Commission makes a preliminary 
comment that Article 4(3) of Directive 2004/38/EC on the right of citizens of the Union and 
their family members to move and reside freely within the territory of the Member States 
provides that Member States shall, acting in accordance with their laws, issue to their own 
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nationals an identity card or passport stating their nationality.

4. Commission reply, received on 19 February 2010.

Following the European Commission’s request to the Cypriot authorities, the Government in 
Nicosia replied officially that ‘from 29 July 2009 Mr Yücelen may register his children as 
Cypriot nationals with the Population Register’. The same reply also notes that the Cypriot 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs has not had any further contact with the person concerned since 
his letter of 6 September 2006.

The European Commission considers that the recognition of the status of ‘Cypriot national’ 
will enable the two children to benefit from the rights associated with EU citizenship, as set 
out in Article 20 of the TFEU, including the right to obtain an identity card or passport as 
expressly laid down in Article 4(3) of Directive 2004/38/CE of the European Parliament and 
of the Council of 29 April 2004 on the free movement of EU citizens and their family 
members.

The European Commission has informed the petitioner of the decision taken by the Cypriot 
Government in a separate letter.


