
CM\805939EN.doc PE439.219

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Petitions

19.2.2010

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1192/2009 by J. K. (German), on the night tariff for electricity in 
Germany and France

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner uses the night-tariff electricity supply in Germany. He claims that the price of 
this electricity has shot up in recent years (it is currently 16 cent per kilowatt/hour). The 
petitioner lives not far from the French border and he knows that the price in France is only 
4.7 cent per kWh, but he cannot buy this cheap French electricity in Germany. The petitioner 
asks for an explanation as to why borders no longer exist for people and goods but they do 
still exist for energy. He asks for clarification.   

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 1 December 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 19 February 2010.

The petition

The petitioner uses the night-tariff electricity supply in Germany. He claims that the price of 
this electricity has shot up in recent years (it is currently 16 cent per kilowatt/hour). The 
petitioner lives not far from the French border and he states that the price in France is only 4.7 
cent per kWh, but he cannot buy this cheap French electricity in Germany. The petitioner asks 
for an explanation as to why borders no longer exist for people and goods, but they still do 
exist for energy.
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The Commission's comments on the petition

The Commission is following the developments in the German electricity market. In its 
publication, the Quarterly Reports on European Electricity Markets, one can find information 
about the factors that influenced market participants, as well as exchange turnover and prices.

The link to the QREEMs:
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/observatory/electricity/electricity_en.htm

In its Energy Sector Inquiry, the Commission has also carried out an in-depth analysis of 
selected European wholesale electricity markets, including the German market ("Structure 
and performance of six wholesale electricity markets in 2003, 2004 and 2005"). The results of 
this work can be found using the following link: 
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/sectors/energy/inquiry/index.html

The European Commission opened consumer markets to competition on 1 July 2007. Since 
this date, household consumers have been able to freely choose their energy supplier. 
However, cross-border retail energy supply has not developed due to a number of reasons 
including separate licensing and balancing regimes and in some cases interconnector 
restrictions. Building the existing legislation, the Third Internal Energy Market Package has 
introduced a number of measures that will improve the operation of retail markets. In addition 
to measures to streamline switching procedures within Member States, measures will be 
introduced to improve cross-border licensing regimes and clarify the roles and responsibilities 
of market participants. The Package is to be implemented by Member States by 3 March 
2011. Through the Citizens' Energy Forum the Commission is also continuing to develop 
means of increasing competition in retail markets and protect consumers. Recent outputs have 
included recommendations on billing and complaint handling. Further information on the 
Forum's work can be found using the following link: 
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/gas_electricity/forum_citizen_energy_en.htm

The Third Energy Package also targeted increasing exchanges of electricity flows across 
Member States' borders which will hopefully lead to the increasing level of integration of 
national retail markets in so far as this is possible with regard to existing rules for trading and 
balancing. This should lead to increasing convergence of retail prices also. Since electricity is 
a network commodity it is however not excluded that price differentials will continue to exist 
on both sides of the border once retail markets will have become more integrated due to
different cost structures and taxes in each jurisdiction. 

Conclusion

The Commission is committed to continue to work towards further integration of electricity 
markets both at the wholesale and retail levels so that price levels on both sides of the border 
converge as far as this is possible with regard to existing trading and balancing rules, costs 
and taxes. 


