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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1196/2009 by Ulrich Stietz (German), on the compulsory installation 
of a digital tachograph in freight vehicles with a total weight of less than 7 
tonnes

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner states that it is compulsory to install a tachograph in vehicles with a total 
weight of less than seven tonnes (Regulation (EEC) No 3821/85). The petitioner has a flour 
mill and delivers flour to customers within a radius of about 30 kilometres from his mill, so 
long journey times are not an issue in his case. He has two lorries, both weighing less than 
seven tonnes, which both he and an employee drive. Under the rules it is compulsory for both 
the petitioner and his employee to have the vehicle card, the tachograph cards for the last 28 
days and special forms for days when the vehicles were not driven with them in the lorry 
whenever they are driving. The petitioner asks the European Parliament to look into whether 
the exceptions might not be extended, as was done in the case of the transport of milk under 
Article 4 (13) of Regulation (EEC) No 3820/85.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 1 December 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 19 February 2010.

The petition

Council Regulation (EEC) No 3821/85 on recording equipment in road transport requires the 
installation of recording equipment in vehicles falling under the scope of Regulation (EC) No 
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561/2006 on the harmonisation of certain social legislation relating to road transport. Vehicles 
registered for the first time after 1 May 2006 must be equipped with a digital tachograph.

The petitioner asks for an exemption from Regulation (EC) No 561/2006 for heavy goods 
vehicles of less than 7 tons used by his undertaking, a mill, for the transport of flour to 
customers within a radius of 30 km.

The Commission's comments on the petition

Regulation (EC) No 561/2006 regulates the maximum driving times and minimum rest 
periods for drivers engaged in professional transport. The Regulation provides for a number 
of exceptions for vehicles used in specific transport operations; in addition, Member States 
can grant certain exceptions as defined in the Regulation. The European Parliament and the 
Council have thoroughly discussed and carefully considered the list of possible exceptions 
before adopting the Regulation (EC) No 561/2006. As the type of transport operations carried 
out by the petitioner are not exempted any change to the list of exceptions, would put into 
question the compromise reached after long negotiations and would require an amendment to 
the Regulation which would have to be adopted by Parliament and Council. 

The Commission services are currently considering the possibility to review Council 
Regulation (EEC) No 3821/85 on the recording equipment. In the impact assessment for this
review, the Commission will also analyse the appropriateness of the scope of Council 
Regulation (EEC) No 3821/85 in light of the objectives of Regulation (EC) No 561/2006 and 
the ability to monitor the application of its provisions.
  
Conclusion

As the list of exemptions has been a part of the recent compromise reached between 
Parliament and Council, it does not appear appropriate to consider a change by proposing 
amendments to Regulation (EC) No 561/2006.

In the framework of the impact assessment on the review of Council Regulation (EEC) No 
3821/85 on recording equipment, the Commission will analyse the appropriateness of the 
scope of this Regulation. If the Commission submits a proposal, the Parliament will have the 
opportunity to examine it in 2011. 


