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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1283/2009 by D.L.  (German), on alleged breach of environmental 
protection laws as a result of the planned construction of a coal fired power plant 
in Arneburg

1. Summary of petition

The German electricity company RWE has put forward plans to build a coal fired power 
plant, on the site of a nuclear power plant initiated under the GDR regime, but never 
completed, along the Elbe river, close to Arneburg, Sachsen-Anhalt. Citizens have strongly 
mobilised against the project, judging by the number of websites and newspaper articles.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 16 December 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 19 February 2010.

The petitioner expresses concern about the decision to build a coal-fired power plant at 
Arneburg without taking into account the opinion of the citizens of the Altmark (Saxony-
Anhalt). The petitioner mentions a series of possible negative impacts on the environment, in 
particular regarding nature and climate change, claiming that the project would violate the 
constitution of the Federal Republic of Germany. 

The site of Arneburg/Stendal is one of a series of possible locations for the construction of a 
large coal-fired power plant. The construction forms part of the private investor's strategy to 
modernise his power plant portfolio. The promoter, a major international energy undertaking, 



PE439.229v01-00 2/2 CM\805972EN.doc

EN

already owns the land of the potential construction site, formerly the location of the GDR 
nuclear plant at Stendal. The promoter has not yet decided on the site for the new power plant 
and, therefore, not yet introduced the request for a construction permit.

The municipal council of Arneburg, after having initiated the procedure for modifying the 
land use plan applicable to the power-plant project site, decided in its session of October 27th

2009, to suspend a decision to further pursue the adoption of the modified plan. Due to a 
reform of the administration, which entered into force in 2010, such a modification would 
have to be followed-up by the newly formed municipal entity of Arneburg-Goldberg.

Certain online information suggests that the construction of a coal-fired power plant has been 
a condition for the acquisition of the former nuclear power plant's land, privatised after the 
unification of Germany. Only a new or modified land use plan, to be set up under the 
authority of the municipality, could have the effect of changing explicitly the current possible 
use of the area for the construction of power plants.

As regards current or possible future procedures for decisions on plan modifications or 
requests for development permits, the petitioner does not sufficiently indicate why the public 
had not been given an opportunity to express its opinion as provided for by national 
legislation. 

The information provided in the petition is insufficient and, therefore, at this stage and in the 
absence of any formal decision regarding land use planning or the project's approval, no 
infringement of EU legislation can be identified.


