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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1227/2009 by D.W. (Irish), on behalf of the 'Friends of Penzance 
Harbour', on harbour development in Penzance, Cornwall for the purpose of 
improving communications with the Scilly islands.

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner objects to the development in Penzance of new harbour facilities for goods and 
passengers, using European funding (ERDF), for the purpose of improving communications 
with the Scilly islands.  The petitioner objects to the selected location because of the impact of 
the works on the ancient port and because of alleged infringement of the European Landscape 
Convention.  Furthermore, he indicates that local residents have not been properly informed 
regarding the projected port facilities and have repeatedly voiced their objections to the plan.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 8 December 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 25 March 2010.

The petition

The petitioner, a member of the association "The Friends of Penzance Harbour", calls on the 
European Parliament to investigate the democratic and planning processes related to a project 
that aims at improving the sea link between the Isles of Scilly and Penzance in the Cornwall 
region (United Kingdom). The project would be co-funded by the European Structural Funds 
under the Convergence objective. The petitioner claims that the project will adversely affect 
the character of the historic harbour and the landscape, that alternative approaches exists but 



PE440.068 2/3 CM\810976EN.doc

EN

are not sufficiently considered, that traffic congestion is not addressed, and that the project is 
opposed by the public while no proper democratic and planning processed are followed. 

The Commission's observations regarding the petition

The project to improve the sea link between the Isles of Scilly and Penzance in the Cornwall 
has indeed come forward as a project application under the Convergence Programme for 
Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly co-funded by the European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF). The project application includes infrastructure works in Penzance (Cornwall –
mainland) and St. Mary's (Isles of Scilly). The total project cost is estimated at £31 million 
and an ERDF contribution of £11 million is requested. In addition, the regional authorities -
Cornwall Council - will purchase a new vessel to operate the link combining freight and 
passenger transport. The proposed investment is justified in terms of economic and business 
development on the Isles of Scilly and in the Penzance area and fits in the ERDF co-funded 
programme for the region. 

Decisions on the selection of projects to be co-financed the by Structural Funds are the 
responsibility of the Managing Authority in the Member State. For the Convergence 
programme for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly the Managing Authority for England, the 
Department for Communities and Local Government, has delegated its responsibility in this 
respect to the South West Regional Development Agency (SWRDA). In agreement with the 
Programme Monitoring Committee (PMC) for the Convergence programme procedures have 
been set-up for the appraisal and selection of projects in line with the criteria adopted by the 
PMC. The PMC comprises representatives from a variety of regional stakeholders including 
regional/local authorities, voluntary organisations and the private sector. The European 
Commission is represented at the PMC in an advisory capacity in line with the provisions of 
the Structural Funds General Regulation1. 

The managing authority has informed the Commission, who requested this information in the 
light of this petition, that the project has formally been taken under consideration for funding 
under the Convergence programme. To date, 11 March 2010, the application is still under 
appraisal. The competent programme body and the managing authority can make no funding 
decision with regard to co-financing by the ERDF until all planning consents are in place. 
Cornwall Council, that is the statutory planning authority, has approved the planning 
application in the first week of March 2010. However, given that part of the development site 
is a Listed Building, the Secretary of State for the UK Department of Communities and Local 
Government also needs to give his approval. Complaints on the planning process must be 
dealt with between the complainers and the statutory agencies in the UK. According to 
information the Commission has obtained, the planning authority is fully aware of the 
objections and points made in the petition to the European Parliament and has responded to 
these. The authority's responses make reference to public consultation undertaken, amongst 
others consultations related to the planning application and to the Harbour Revision Order that 
includes also an Environmental Statement, to investigations carried out on alternative 
solutions and on traffic impact, and to consultations with English Heritage. 
                                               
1 Article 64(2)  of Council Regulation 1083/2006 of 11 July 2006 laying down general 
provisions of the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund and the 
Cohesion Fund.



CM\810976EN.doc 3/3 PE440.068

EN

The ERDF co-financed Convergence Programme for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly aims at 
"establishing the momentum for transforming the economy to a high value added economy 
where knowledge, environment and quality of life underpin sustainable economic growth". 
The Programme is expected to create 11,000 new jobs. Its total value is €670 million of which 
€458 million is co-funded by the ERDF. The project to improve the sea link between the Isles 
of Scilly and Penzance in the Cornwall applied for funding under the Programme's priority 
axis "Unlocking the Economic Potential of Place" supporting the sustainable development of 
key places in the region. Support under this priority axis is provided within the context of 
sustainable integrated development strategies for the concerned places. The other priority axes 
are "Innovation, Research and Development", "Enterprise and Investment", and 
"Transformational infrastructure". In addition to the contribution from the ERDF, Cornwall 
benefits from the European Social Fund, the European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development and the European Fisheries fund.

In the period from 2000 to 2006 Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly benefited from an Objective 
1 Programme that made available a total of EUR 523.5 of EU funding. It is estimated that 
overall the Objective 1 programme has created about 20,000 jobs and safeguarded another 
19,500.

Conclusion

The selection and appraisal process for projects co-financed by the ERDF is undertaken by 
the responsible national bodies in line with the procedures and criteria adopted by the 
monitoring committee for the Convergence Programme in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly 
and with respect to national and EU legislation. Based upon information available to the 
Commission it appears that this process is taking place in line with applicable regulations and 
procedures. Procedures to obtain planning consents are dealt with by the competent UK 
authorities. 


