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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1277/2009 by Jochen Bremer (German), on behalf of the 'Sophienhütte 
am Harz' Citizens' Action Group, on a plant for the processing of solid, non-
hazardous waste with a capacity of three tonnes per hour

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner expresses concern at a projected plant for the thermal processing of solid, non-
hazardous waste with a capacity of three tonnes per hour. He fears that its projected location 
in Langelsheim (Germany), formerly a heavily polluted site subsequently decontaminated 
with EU funding, will once more suffer the effects of pollution, compounding the serious 
impact of chemical plant on the surrounding area and that local air pollution levels which, 
according to the health services, are already approaching the prescribed upper limits, will be 
further increased as a result of waste transport operations by road. In addition, the area in 
question is also the projected location of a wood-fired cogeneration plant. The petitioner is 
concerned that the quality of air and drinking water in the area will deteriorate as a result of 
the anticipated high levels of particle and heavy metal emissions, that farmers will no longer 
be able to cultivate certain crops, and that local residents will suffer serious financial losses 
following a drastic fall in the value of their properties if the plant is built. He is seeking an 
investigation into whether the projected construction of such a plant in this location is in 
compliance with the environmental legislation currently applicable.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 16 December 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 25 March 2010.

The Citizens Action Group represented by the petitioner is opposing the foreseen construction 
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and operation of a waste-to-energy (WTE) power generation plant for the thermal processing 
of solid, non-hazardous waste with a capacity of three tonnes per hour. The petition lists a 
series of possible negative impacts that the plant could have on the environment and which 
give rise to particular concern for the citizens of the town of Langelsheim (Lower Saxony, 
Germany), especially with regard to the risk of potential cumulating effects on air pollution 
and the contamination of (drinking) waters and agricultural land in nearby areas as well as 
nuisance from increased heavy traffic and odours. In addition, the projected plant will, 
according to the petitioner, have significant unfavourable economic and social effects such as 
the reduction of sports activities, outmigration of the population, devaluation of property and 
the loss of income mainly in the tourist and agriculture sectors.

Against this background, the petitioner asks for an evaluation of the suitability of the site of 
Langelsheim as a location for the future power plant by duly checking the project against the 
relevant environmental legislation. 

The project promoter has already acquired the land needed for the power plant from the 
municipality of Langelsheim and has also, in July 2009, obtained a first preliminary notice
("Vorbescheid") confirming the general suitability of the site for the construction and 
operation of the envisaged project allowing them to further proceed with detailed project 
planning, taking into account the findings and stipulations of this provisional decision in order 
to officially apply for the necessary permits for the building and operation of the projected 
installations. The preliminary notice was issued as a result of a formal approval procedure 
which also included environmental impact assessments and the consultation of the public 
(during October/ November 2008 and July/August 2009).

By January 2010, the investor had not yet put in an application for the necessary project 
authorisations. According to recent press information (December 2009), it seems that the 
promoter – due to a pending court case as well as changed economic conditions - may have 
further discussions, in early 2010, with the local authorities concerning the promoter's 
intentions to further consider the project and its timing. 

The information given by the petitioner does not mention any possible non-respect of 
Community legislation. Besides the general request to undertake a complete check of the 
suitability of the retained site as a location for project, there is also no concrete concern as 
regards any possible contravention of national legislation. 

The information provided in the petition is insufficient as regards EU law and, in the absence 
of any formal decision, no infringements of EU legislation can be identified at this stage.


