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Subject: Petition 1448/2009 by Nico Ohlemeyer (German), on halting the experiment 
with the Large Hadron Collider (LHC)

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner believes that the scientific experiment with the Large Hadron Collider (LHC) 
near Geneva should not be resumed, because there is a risk that small black holes will form 
which, by sucking in matter, could grow to such an extent that they would hollow out the 
earth from inside. The petitioner states that various scientists have highlighted the dangers of 
this experiment and that at least one scientific document exists which proves that the black 
holes will not disappear, as the LHC researchers assume. He calls on the European Parliament 
to ensure that the experiment is halted forthwith, e.g. by blocking energy supplies from France 
or by a trade embargo with Switzerland.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 14 January 2010. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 22 April 2010.

The Commission is well aware of the debates on potential risks linked to the operation of 
CERN's new Large Hadron Collider (LHC), including the concerns of Professor Rössler over 
"mini black holes", referred to by the petitioner. 

The Commission has noted that CERN and its Council are taking extensive measures 
concerning the safety of operation of the LHC: In the light of the available experimental data 
and theoretical understanding, the LHC Safety Assessment Group (LSAG) updated in June 
2008 a review of the analysis made in 2003 by the LHC Safety Study Group (a group of 
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independent scientists), concluding that the LHC machine and experiments do not pose any 
conceivable safety threat. In addition, the CERN Council's independent scientific advisory 
body, the Scientific Policy Committee (SPC) (including a Nobel Prize winner expert on 
quantum gravity, Gerard 't Hooft), has conducted a thorough review of the LSAG report and 
fully endorsed its conclusions. At its June 2008 Session, the CERN Council, which consists of 
representatives of the governments of the 20 CERN Member States, took note and unanimously 
approved the SPC’s conclusions.

Full details on the above reports, as well as authoritative responses addressing Professor 
Rössler's concerns, can be found at the following CERN site:

http://public.web.cern.ch/public/en/LHC/Safety-en.html


