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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1463/2009 by Yuliyan Dotsev (Bulgarian), on the implementation of 
Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the 
recognition of professional qualifications and his Bulgarian physiotherapy 
qualification

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, who has completed a physiotherapy training course in Bulgaria, wishes to 
exercise his profession in France. To that end he is supposed to submit a number of 
documents, including a certificate stating that his qualification meets the requirements of 
Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the recognition of 
professional qualifications, and another stating that he is entitled to exercise his profession in 
Bulgaria. However, the Bulgarian Ministry of Education is unable to inform him where he can 
obtain these certificates, and his application to Solvit has not resolved the problem either. The 
petitioner, who feels that he has suffered a violation of his right to freedom of movement and 
the right to work in another Member State, calls on the European Parliament to take the matter 
up.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 January 2010. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 22 April 2010.

The petitioner also sent a complaint to the European Commission on the same subject. 

The Commission considered that it was contrary to Article 50 of the Directive 2005/36/EC for 
the French Ministry of Health to require applicants to submit several documents, including a 



PE441.113 2/2 CM\814454EN.doc

EN

certificate stating that the qualification at issue meets the requirements of the Directive, and 
another stating that the applicant is entitled to exercise his profession in his home Member 
State. Article 50 of the Directive stipulates that the competent authorities can only request 
applicants to submit the documents listed in Annex VII of the Directive. In case they need 
additional information, they shall contact the competent authorities of the applicant's home 
Member State. The two above mentioned certificates are not mentioned in Annex VII of the 
Directive. Consequently, the French authorities were not entitled to request those documents. 

The Commission contacted the French authorities on 11 November 2009, called their 
attention to this non-compliance with European law, and requested them to modify the 
application form and no longer impose on citizens to provide the two certificates at issue.

The French authorities replied to the Commission on 22 December 2009, acknowledging the 
non-compliance. They indicated that the content of application form currently follows the 
requirements of a French Minister of Health's ordinance. The French Minister of Health 
enacted a new ordinance on 25 February 2010, which, in the Commission's view, terminates 
the non-compliance with EU Law.

The petitioner sent an email to the Commission on 6 March 2010, stating that the French 
Ministry of Health informed him by phone that he was not requested to submit the two 
certificates at issue, and a committee reviewed and accepted his application on 25 February 
2010. He was also told by the French Ministry of Health that his authorization to practice in 
France was due to arrive by post in March 2010. 

The petitioner sent an email to the Commission on 21 March 2010, confirming that his 
qualification had now been recognized by the French authorities.


