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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1564/2009 by Marina Berati  (Italian), on behalf of the Nutrition 
Ecology International Centre (NEIC), with 1574 co-signatories, on the 
abolition of EU subsidies for livestock farming and fisheries

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner takes the view that, under common agricultural policy (CAP) and common 
fisheries policy (CFP), billions of euros are being paid each year in subsidies to the stock 
breeding and fisheries sector, indicating that heavy consumption of animal food products has 
led to a steep rise in ‘rich-world’ disorders, such as tumours and cardiovascular diseases, 
over-exploitation of commodities, malnourishment in third world countries and the clearing of 
tropical virgin forests for cattle pasture and the cultivation of cattle fodder (for example, 
soya). Use of energy, water, chemicals, drugs and fertilisers is causing major environmental 
damage to the air, soil, sea and fresh water resources. In addition, producers in third world 
countries can be deprived of their livelihoods as a result of dumping of EU-subsidised 
products. She considers that European taxpayers' money is being used for ill-considered 
decisions which, directly or indirectly, have adverse effects on health, the environment and 
the international economy and is therefore seeking an end to subsidies for stock farming and 
fisheries under the CAP and CFP and calls for measures to be taken to support and promote 
the consumption of vegetable foodstuffs, which would result in the added advantage of lower 
taxes throughout Europe.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 11 February 2010. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 22 April 2010.
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The petitioner is of the view that under the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) considerable 
amounts of money are dedicated as subsidies to the livestock sector enhancing in that way the 
consumption of animal origin products. According to the petitioner the above has negative 
effects on the human health, the environment and the international economy.  

The petitioner is against subsidies for the livestock farming and calls for measures that 
support and promote the consumption of vegetable foodstuffs. According to the petitioner, the 
above would result in the lowering of taxes throughout Europe.

The reform process of the CAP, with the 2003 reform and the Health Check review, has 
changed the way support is given in the farming sector and particularly in the livestock sector. 
This has allowed for a gradual move away from product-specific linked support (decoupling).

Today the payments to the livestock sector are almost fully decoupled with the exception of 
specific premia - suckler cow, sheep and goat - in certain Member States, where a minimum 
level of agricultural production was important to sustain economic activity in regions with 
few economic alternatives, to ensure an adequate supply of raw materials to processing 
industries, or to generate environmental benefits.

The decoupling of payments rendered EU farmers more market oriented allowing them to 
make their own choices on what to produce based on market signals. In addition, the 
implementation of cross-compliance rules linked the receipt of payments with the respect of 
environmental, food safety and quality and animal welfare standards while climate change 
objectives were integrated into the Rural Development policy. 

In the context of the discussions for the future of the CAP further possibilities with regards 
various policy tools will be addressed.

There is growing evidence of the importance for human health of the long chain fatty acids 
found in fish.  Fish which meets the EU's stringent health rules can contribute to reducing the 
so-called 'rich-world disorders' rather than the other way round.  Furthermore the proportion 
of the EU budget going to fisheries is very small (€0.9 billion in 2010 representing 0.64% of 
the total budget of €141.5 billion).

The EU legislation allows for coupled support only to specific livestock sectors. This support 
aims at maintaining certain positive social and environmental impacts in fragile regions of 
high environmental value and not at promoting the animal product consumption as such. 


