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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1683/2009 by by Konstantinos Aivaliotis (Greek), bearing two other 
signatures, on the lack of measures for scrapping old motor vehicles in 
Greece

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner complains at the new Greek Government’s decision to suspend the previous 
government’s measures to scrap old motor vehicles. This means that Greek citizens are no 
longer encouraged to register their cars for scrapping and that a disproportionately large 
number of old and highly pollutant vehicles are still in use. As the petitioner believes that this 
situation is contrary to EU principles on the deregistration of obsolete motor vehicles and the 
promotion of cleaner and more fuel-efficient vehicles, he asks the European Parliament to 
take the matter up.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 25 February 2010. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 22 April 2010.

‘Vehicle scrapping schemes, as a response to the recent crisis, were designed to allow a 
financial benefit for scrapping an old vehicle provided that a newer vehicle is acquired. The 
Commission has supported the introduction of vehicle scrapping schemes by Member States 
on the basis that they could play an important role in promoting fleet renewal and the 
replacement of older, more polluting cars with newer, more technologically advanced 
vehicles.  In this regard, on 25 February 2009, the Commission adopted "Guidance on 
scrapping schemes for vehicles" as part of the Communication "Responding to the crisis in 
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the European automotive industry".1 The guidance paper gives practical guidance to Member 
States on how to design scrapping schemes for vehicles and explains the relevant EU 
legislation.  

Not all Member States introduced vehicle scrapping schemes and some scrapping schemes 
have ended. In several Member States,  scrapping schemes were subject to  budget constraints 
and/or were limited in duration. The decision to introduce, withdraw or suspend a scrapping 
scheme, nevertheless, is a matter for a Member State.  The Commission does not intervene in 
the Member State's decision.  The Commission would also emphasize that vehicle scrapping 
schemes have always been considered to be a temporary measure that would cease to exist at 
some point. In the guidance paper the Commission invited Member States to notify their 
vehicle scrapping schemes under Directive 98/34/EC. The Greek Government did not notify 
its car scrapping scheme.  However, the Commission does not see any justification to 
intervene in the decision of the Greek Government to suspend the scrapping scheme. 

The Commission services are currently assessing the effectiveness of vehicle scrapping 
schemes in terms of economic, environmental and safety improvements and launched a study 
aimed at providing recommendations for the future. The Commission services are also 
monitoring the developments in these schemes and will continue to collect the available data.    

The above observations provide an explanation of the position of the Commission on the 
matter.  The Commission would conclude that, in light of the provided information, it cannot 
assist the Parliament further with this petition.

                                               
1 COM(2009)104 final.


