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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Petitions

11.5.2010

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0917/2009 by Josefa Fernandez Quirante and Ronald Henry Sharp  
(Spanish and British), on behalf of Asociación de Vecinos de Hondon de los 
Frailes, bearing 2 signatures, on deterioration of property value for land as a result 
of the construction of a road and inadequate compensation 

1. Summary of petition

The municipality of Hondon de los Frailes is planning to build a by-pass road which would 
run very close to a number of properties. The Spanish rules for compensation in the case of 
road construction are limited to three metres either side of the road band, i.e. owners will not 
be compensated for the decrease in value of their property. The petitioners invoke an 
infringement of the European Convention on Human Rights and appeal to the Parliament to 
do everything in its power to get these Spanish rules changed and road construction halted.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 October 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 11 May 2010.

‘The petitioners oppose an urban development plan in Alicante. In addition to criticisms of the 
intrinsic quality of the plan, they refer to inadequate compensation to landowners whose 
properties are affected by road-widening and the implausibility of being able to supply the 
increased population with water on a sustainable basis. 

In answer to the Parliament's specific question on the road works, the Commission would like 
to inform it that there are in fact no European funds involved in road infrastructure works in 
the locality indicated. Even if there were, the Commission would also like to remind the 



PE441.327v01-00 2/2 CM\816737EN.doc

EN

Parliament, as it has already pointed out in its observations on a similar petition about 
compensation for people affected by road works (N° 794/2006), that the conditions of 
expropriation and compensation are not within the scope of community law and the 
Commission has no grounds for intervening on this aspect. Furthermore, as a matter of record 
and for the information of the Members of the committee on Petitions, the Commission has 
always been contrary to the use of structural funds for the acquisition of the necessary space 
for such works. This is why such expenditure shall not account for more than 10 % of the total 
eligible expenditure of the project, which should tend to minimise the risk of perverse 
incentives towards excessive expropriation.

As regards the very serious allegations about the unsustainability of the water supply situation 
in the area, and the negative opinions on further water demand growth from the 
Confederación Hidrográfica del Segura, the Commission would refer once again to the 
numerous other petitions on this problem. In its assessment of these cases the Commission 
has had to indicate that, although they indicate potential breaches of the Water Framework 
Directive, the relevant clauses of that legislation are not yet in force. This, again, means that 
the Commission has no legal grounds on which to intervene at this time.


