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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1624/2009 by A.F. (Italian), on equal justice for all when enforcing 
sanctions against illegal housing construction

1. Summary of petition

The Italian authorities have decided that housing built after 1994 without the requisite permit 
should be destroyed. The petitioner explains that in many places, planning rules have not 
evolved over the past 20 years, whereas society and populations have. Local authorities 
previously condoned illicit constructions and promised subsequent regularisation. Now, those 
same authorities are ordering the destruction of housing. In the Campania region many 
thousands of constructions are and will be affected. Often the owners do not have adequate 
means to search for alternatives, either to buy or to rent, leaving them homeless. The 
petitioner alleges that those with connections and money will be able to buy themselves 
regularisation of a construction permit and avoid having their house destroyed, whereas those 
of small means risk landing up on the street. He asks the European institutions to prevail on 
the Italian authorities to adapt planning laws, which he considers obsolete.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 19 February 2010. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 11 May 2010.

Under the Treaty on the European Union and the Treaty on the functioning of the European 
Union, the European Commission has no powers to intervene on an issue which does not 
involve European Community law. 

The root cause of the problem of the petitioner is the destruction of houses built without 
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permit. This issue does not involve EU law and falls under the responsibilities of the Member 
State concerned.

The Commission cannot detect any issue in this petition which would justify following the 
case further.


