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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1660/2009 by N.S. (German), on alleged misuse of EU funds in 
connection with a construction project on the Greek island of Zakynthos

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner refers to a construction project on the Greek island of Zakynthos, 75% of the 
cost of which is covered by the ERDF. The petitioner points out that the object of the project 
is particularly unclear as it appears to be a half-finished sports arena with an associated 
pointless parking lot. He also stresses that the project is situated in a closed quarry, which 
previously operated as an illegal rubbish tip. The petitioner believes that this project 
constitutes a serious misuse of EU funding and he therefore calls on the European Parliament 
to take the matter up.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 24 February 2010. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 11 May 2010.

According to the information received from the competent managing authority, the project 
concerns the rehabilitation of an illegal landfill in Laganas area, on the Greek island of 
Zakynthos. The illegal landfill was situated in an abandoned quarry. The total budget amounts 
to EUR 593,000. The practical work consists of waste collection and demolition of old 
buildings, rock hewing, levelling, laying clay, laying drains, drainage ditching, support walls, 
metallic doors and plantings. 

In the project area there is a billboard which indicates the project's compliance with publicity 
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rules for co-financed projects (Article 8 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1828/2006). Any 
further works and/or uses are to be financed by the final beneficiary.
The competent managing authority performed a site visit and identified some issues that need 
to be addressed by the final beneficiary (such as further plantings on the banks, maintenance, 
etc.) in order to fully achieve the project's aims. These works are to be financed by the final 
beneficiary itself. Once these works are made and the project is completed, fully functional 
and operational, the managing authority will certify that the final beneficiary has fulfilled its 
obligations. If the final beneficiary does not fulfil its obligation within the set deadlines EU 
co-funding will be recovered. In particular when the Commission processes the closure of the 
Operational Programmes 2000-2006, it will request the confirmation of the Member State 
concerned whether the projects declared as due for payment are all operational, whether the 
assistance was properly executed, and whether the objectives of the programmes concerned 
have been attained. The Member State should undertake to complete or render operational, at 
its own expense, all unfinished or non-functional operations not later than two years after the 
deadline for submission of the closure final report for the programme concerned.

Conclusion

According to the information available, the Commission cannot identify any misuse of EU 
funding. On the contrary, the competent managing authority supervises the project closely and 
ensures compliance with EU policies. Some issues regarding unfinished or non-functional 
operations are going to be addressed to the final beneficiary by managing authorities and it is 
expected that the final beneficiary will fulfil its obligations within two years after the deadline 
for submission of the necessary documents for the closure of the project.

The Commission would like to point out that waste management is one of the major 
environmental issues. The rehabilitation of previously illegal landfills can only be 
characterised as beneficial to the general public and indispensable for nature's protection, in 
line with Directives 1999/31/EC and 2008/98 /EC. Furthermore, the removal of illegal 
landfills and their re-use as legally-compliant sites is also necessary in order for Greece to 
fully comply with the Court ruling in case C-502/03, which condemned Greece for having 
violated provisions of Articles 4, 8 and 9 of Directive 75/442/EEC on waste, as amended by 
Directive 91/156/EEC 1.

                                               
1http://curia.europa.eu/jurisp/cgi-
bin/form.pl?lang=en&Submit=Rechercher&alldocs=alldocs&docj=docj&docop=docop&docor=docor&docjo=d
ocjo&numaff=C-502/03&datefs=&datefe=&nomusuel=&domaine=&mots=&resmax=100


