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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1617/2009 by Ivan Martin (French), on behalf of ADEVAC and 
‘Stop Nuisances’, on the impact of the projected deepening of the ‘Chaumes 
de la Bergerie’ limestone quarry (La Couronne, Charente) on two 
groundwater deposits

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner objects to the projected deepening of the ‘Chaumes de la Bergerie’ limestone 
quarry (La Couronne, Charente), for which authorisation is being sought by the Lafarge 
cement company, despite the fact that the bed of the quarry is already very close to two 
underground drinking water deposits which are situated respectively three and 20 metres 
below it. This would result in the drying out of the groundwater resources which would have 
serious consequences in terms of local water supply. The petitioner accordingly opposes the 
project, regarding it as environmentally unsound and is seeking its rejection.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 19 February 2010. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 24 June 2010.

Directive 2000/60/EC1 establishing a framework for Community action in the field of water 
policy (WFD) ensures the protection of groundwater in Europe together with Directive 
2006/118/EC2 on the protection of groundwater against pollution and deterioration (GWD). 

                                               
1 OJ L 327, 22.12.2000
2 OJ L 372, 27.12.2006
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Article 4.1 b) (i) of the WFD requires Member States to implement the measures necessary to 
prevent the deterioration of the status of all bodies of groundwater. 

Regarding the status of groundwater bodies, according to Article 4.1 b) (ii) of the WFD,
Member States are obliged to protect, enhance and restore all bodies of groundwater with the 
aim of achieving good groundwater status at the latest by 2015. The definition of good
groundwater status includes good quantitative and chemical status and is described in Annex 
V, 2.1.2 and 2.3.2 of theWFD. 

As regards the chemical status of groundwater, there are no precise and reliable indications as 
to why the petitioner supposes the pollution of the water resources and from which 
substances. There is no indication that associated surface waters or terrestrial ecosystems 
would be harmed or quality standards exceeded as described in Annex V 2.1.2, WFD.

According to Annex V, 2.3.2 of the WFD, good groundwater quantitative status includes the 
criteria that groundwater levels should not be altered in such a way as not to comply with the 
environmental objectives concerning associated surface waters, to significantly diminish them 
or damage terrestrial ecosystems. Alterations in flow directions can occur temporarily or 
continuously in a spatially limited area provided that this does not cause saltwater or other 
intrusion. The information provided by the petitioner is insufficient to conclude that these 
provisions have not been met. It seems that, currently, the planned project is the object of a 
public consultation, but it is not clear whether the French authorities have come to any 
decision on the application. 

On the basis of the information provided by the petitioner, the Commission is not in the 
position to identify any breach of Directives 2000/60/EC and 2006/118/EC.


