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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0685/2009 by Berthold Kalbe (German), on equal rights for campervan 
owners in Europe

1. Summary of petition with 

The petitioner, a campervan owner, objects to the fact that in certain countries of Europe, he is 
not allowed to spend the night in his vehicle in parking lots. He maintains that the Spanish 
police, for example, carry out patrols to detect campervans parked overnight, while lorry 
drivers are allowed to remain in their vehicles undisturbed. The petitioner argues that this is 
discriminatory and he is seeking the equal rights for campervan owners in all EU Member 
States.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 24 September 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 2 September 2010.

The petitioner laments a perceived police harassment of campervans, particularly when 
making roadside overnight stops in Spain.

As the Commission has already pointed out in response to the Parliament's request for 
information for an earlier petition (N° 1227/2003) on the same subject, the application of 
national highway codes and the enforcement of national road traffic laws are, for evident 
reasons of subsidiarity, to be managed locally. In the Commission's estimation the Committee 
on petitions was right to close a similar campervan petition (n° 622/2009) by referring the 
petitioner in that case to the answer given to Parliamentary written question n° 3960/2005, 
which underlines this fact. 



PE448.686v01-00 2/2 CM\829391EN.doc

EN

It is true that the growth of traffic volumes in Europe does pose a problem of the overall 
availability of overnight parking, particularly so that truck drivers can respect the rules on 
driving time. For this reason the Commission has for a long time promoted the exchange of 
best practice in the provision of adequate facilities on the road network – as the petitioner 
himself points out, insufficient provision inevitably leads to difficulties. As a matter of 
illustration, the Commission would refer the Members of the Committee on Petitions to a 
handbook on the subject that it published on 26 May 2010 in collaboration with different 
stakeholders. The handbook can be found at the following address: 
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/road/parking/parking_en.htm

The Commission would also remark that most holidaymakers travelling into Spain avoid 
availability problems by using the very extensive web-based applications such as 
www.eurocampings.eu  and others for forward planning.

Although the petitioner does touch indirectly upon an issue of concern in some parts of 
Europe, and which is being acted on by the Commission to the extent that it can, his actual 
complaint of campervan harassment does not come within the scope of any  EU legislation. 


