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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1766/2009 by Federico Cappello (Italian), on behalf of the 
(provincial) Association of Italian Environmental Officers (Associazione 
Guardie Ambientale d'Italia), on the presence of asbestos between rails

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner expresses concern at the presence of asbestos which has been detected the 
stones beneath the railway tracks in the municipality of Casale Monferrato (AI). He calls for 
the sections concerned to be decontaminated prior to any works, for example maintenance and 
electrification, arguing that they constitutes a health hazard to individuals and undertakings 
carrying out works on the railway line.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 16 March 2010. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 2 September 2010.

The petitioner, in his capacity of regional commissioner of the Association of Italian 
Environmental Officers, claims that presence of asbestos in the railway ballast stone material 
in the commune of Casale Monferrato has been confirmed. A verification report has been 
drawn up by the regional environmental protection agency’s (REPA) regional asbestos centre 
in Grugliasco (Turin). According to the petitioner, the REPA analysis report of 18 July 2003
provides evidence. Analyses were carried out using optical microscopy (chromatic dispersion 
method) following prior observation with a stereo microscope, looking for the fibrous silicates 
defined as asbestos. The petitioner indicates that the report confirms and certifies the presence 
of asbestos all along the railway tracks, made up of asbestos-containing rocks (chrysotile) and 
green rocks (serpentine).
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The petitioner therefore asks for mandatory decontamination of the tracks involved before any 
work is begun (maintenance and/or electrification on the railway tracks). This is because, as 
stated in the verification report, there is a health hazard to workers and any undertakings 
carrying out maintenance work on the railway lines. 

The Commission’s comments on the petition

At the outset, it should be noted that another petition (337/2002) was previously submitted by the 
same petitioner which concerned also the problem of asbestos contamination in Casale 
Monferrato. This petition was closed on 6 October 2008. Nevertheless, as that petition contained 
a different request related to adoption of special Italian asbestos protection legislation for 
Casale Monferrato, the Commission provides a specific reply to the current petition 
1766/2009.

At the European Union level, Directive 2009/148/EC1 provides for minimum requirements
aiming at the protection of workers against risks to their health, including the prevention of such 
risks, arising or likely to arise from exposure to asbestos at work. The Directive codifies 
provisions of earlier Directive 83/477/EEC and its subsequent amendments, which it repeals.

Directive 2009/148/EC, without prejudice to other provisions of EU law on the marketing and 
use of asbestos as Regulation 1907/2006 (REACH) and Directive 87/217/EEC, prohibits 
activities which expose workers to asbestos fibres during the extraction of asbestos or the 
manufacture and processing of asbestos products or the manufacture and processing of products 
containing intentionally added asbestos, with the exception of the treatment and disposal of 
products resulting from demolition and asbestos removal. The Directive applies to activities in 
which workers are or may be exposed in the course of their work to dust arising from asbestos or 
materials containing asbestos. It lays down the limit values for this exposure, as well as other 
specific requirements. If there is any doubt about the presence of asbestos in a material or 
construction, the applicable provisions of this Directive shall be observed.

It should be noted that EU Directives need to be transposed and implemented into national law in 
the Member States. It is up to the competent national enforcement authorities to enforce the 
application of the national provisions transposing the Directive. 

Italy has notified to the Commission the national measures transposing Directive 83/477/EEC 
and its subsequent amendments (codified by the aforesaid Directive 2009/148/EC). It is therefore 
for Italian enforcement authorities to carry out adequate inspections and make the necessary 
controls to ensure the effective application of the national rules. The petitioner should address his 
request to the Italian enforcement authorities, in particular to the Labour inspectorate.

The contact details of the Labour inspection at national level are:

Direzione generale per l'attività ispettiva del ministero del Lavoro e della previdenza sociale
Via Cesare de Lollis, 12 ROMA

                                               
1 Directive 2009/148/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 November 2009 on the protection of 
workers from the risks related to exposure to asbestos at work (OJ L 330, 16.12.2009, p. 28).
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Tel. 06 44487273    Fax: 06 44487709 
e-mail:  SegrDGattivitaispettiva@lavoro.gov.it
Another possibility for the petitioner would be to contact the regional Labour inspectorate,
responsible also for the commune of Casale Monferrato. The contact details are as follows:

Direzione Provinciale Del Lavoro –Alessandria
Piazza Giorgio Ambrosoli, 15121 Alessandria AL, Italia
Tel. 0131 286711 Fax 0131 286731
dpl-Alessandria@lavoro.gov.it
posta certificata: DPL.Alessandria@mailcert.lavoro.gov.it

Conclusions

In the light of the information provided by the petitioner, the Commission is of the opinion that 
this case should be dealt with by the national authorities who are responsible for the enforcement 
of the national legislation in this field. No element in the petition permits to conclude that there is 
a potential infringement of specific health and safety EU minimum requirements. 

The Commission does not dispose of information to the effect that the petitioner has indeed 
already contacted the relevant national authorities, such as in particular the competent labour 
inspection.

The decontamination itself of the railway tracks would have to be executed in full compliance 
with the national legislation transposing the set of appropriate European Union Directives as 
mentioned in the text of this reply.

These conclusions are in line with those contained in the Commission reply concerning the 
aforementioned petition n° 337/2002. 


