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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0068/2010 by Gabriel Benaroche (French), on the monopoly of taxi 
services in Paris

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, a taxi driver in Paris, indicates that the entire sector is monopolised by the 
Paris taxi network since only automobiles registered with it may be hailed directly in the 
street. He maintains that the network furthermore has a monopoly of telephone taxi services. 
He calls for the sector to be deregulated.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 27 April 2010. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 2 September 2010.

Taxi services or limousine services encompass the transportation of passengers with 
passenger vehicles, i.e. vehicles equipped to transport no more than eight passengers. The 
service is normally rendered over short distances against payment of a fee. 

As to the regulation of these services on a European level one must note that there is no 
specific EU legislation covering taxi or limousine services. This is so because European road 
transport legislation only addresses bus and coach services which are carried out with vehicles 
for the transport of more than eight passengers, and the international dimension of such 
markets. Thus the EU legislation on access to the market for passenger transport services, 
access to the profession of transport operator or the rules on driving time and rest periods do 
not apply to taxi or limousine services.
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In the vast majority of cases taxi services are offered on a local or regional scale; they are in 
general not carried out across borders. In conformity with the principle of subsidiarity, these 
services are thus best regulated by national or regional legislation or often even on the level of 
municipalities. Taxi or limousine services are also excluded from the scope of the Services 
Directive (Directive 2006/123/EC of 12 December 2006).

However, when regulating these services and when applying the respective national rules 
Member States have to respect the general principles of Community law such as the principle 
of proportionality and of non-discrimination on the basis of nationality as well as the freedom 
of establishment. 

National or local rules concerning the access to the market limit the number of licences 
issued, or set compulsory environmental or technical standards for the vehicles are normally 
meant to ensure a certain level of service quality and are not as such incompatible with the 
Treaty, provided that they comply with the above-mentioned principles, i.e. they prove to be 
justified, proportionate and are applied on a non-discriminatory basis.

Conclusions

It is recommended that the Petitioner is informed that the EU legislation on access to the 
market for passenger transport services or access to the profession of transport operator do not 
apply to taxi or limousine services. National, regional or local authorities are free to regulate 
taxi or limousine services provided that they respect the general principles of the TFEU and 
the rules are applied on a non discriminatory basis. Rules limiting the number of licences 
issued are not as such incompatible with these principles.

However, this does not of course prevent the petitioner from referring the specific rules in 
question to the competent national authorities.


