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Subject: Petition 0154/2010 by Ralph Lehmann (German), on the harmonisation of 
vehicle roadworthiness tests and of the numerous different gas bottle fittings 
in Europe

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, who frequently travels throughout Europe in his campervan, indicates that, 
when his vehicle is required to undergo a periodical roadworthiness (TÜV) test, he is forced 
to return to Germany. He calls for roadworthiness tests in Europe to be harmonised, enabling 
him to have his vehicle tested anywhere in Europe and be issued with a roadworthiness 
certificate recognised throughout Europe. Another practical problem encountered by the 
petitioner concerns the numerous different fittings he needs to use for the gas bottles in his 
campervan when travelling in Europe. He is accordingly seeking harmonisation in this area 
also. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 8 June 2010. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 2 September 2010.

With regard to vehicle inspection, Directive 2009/40/EC1 on roadworthiness test of motor 
vehicles provides a framework for a vehicle inspection system in Europe. This Directive lays 
down a minimum frequency of testing and a list of items to be tested, but allows Member 
States to 
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 shorten the intervals between two mandatory inspections;
 make the testing of optional equipment compulsory; 
 increase the number of items to be tested; 
 extend the periodic test requirement to other categories of vehicles; 
 prescribe special additional tests; 
 require for vehicles registered on their territory higher minimum standards for braking 

efficiency than those specified and include a test on vehicles with heavier loads, 
provided such requirements do not exceed those of the vehicle’s original type-
approval. 

As a result of these possibilities for national derogations, the system of mutual recognition of 
vehicle inspection certificates is still limited today, with the exception for cases of re-
registration. The Commission currently has started the process of a revision of this directive 
with the aim to further harmonise roadworthiness testing in Europe and therefore to make the 
system of mutual recognition of vehicle inspections functioning on the ground.  

European Union legislation harmonises the rules for transportable pressure equipment through 
Directive 1999/36/EC1 (this directive is currently under revision).  This Directive sets out the 
construction and inspection rules for cylinders and in some cases their valves.  European 
Union legislation does not cover cylinder accessories including locking devices.  The rules for 
the construction and use of cylinder accessories are covered by national law and in some cases 
EN Standards.  The Commission currently has no intention to propose harmonised legislation 
in this area.  

Conclusion

With regard to the mutual recognition of roadworthiness testing throughout Europe, the 
Commission is aware of the reported shortcomings and has therefore already started to work 
on a revised legal framework in order to develop a system of mutual recognition of 
roadworthiness tests.

With regard to gas bottles, the Commission has no intention to propose additional legislation 
in this area, as European legislation on transportable pressure equipment is in place and the 
different accessories are already harmonised under the framework of EN or ISO standards.
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