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Subject: Petition 0164/2010 by Mark Vautz and Reiner Geib (German), on excessive
noise levels from Hercules aircraft using the Ramstein airfield in Germany

1. Summary of petition

The petitioners object to the excessive noise levels from Hercules aircraft using the Ramstein 
base in Rhineland-Palatinate in Germany (up to 80 flights per day), indicating that, while their 
municipality is not situated beneath an approach route, the aircraft frequently circle for 
lengthy periods above their residences before landing, emitting large quantities of exhaust 
fumes including the carcinogenic JP-8 and occasionally jettisoning quantities of this fuel. 
They indicate that the constant noise pollution is causing symptoms such as panic attacks, 
high blood pressure, disturbed sleep and MCS (multiple chemical sensitivity). Complaints to 
the German authorities are either disregarded or simply referred to the American base 
command, effectively placing the perpetrators in the position of judge and jury, according to 
the petitioners. Furthermore, noise levels from the Hercules aircraft are frequently 
compounded by that of aircraft and helicopters from the TRA Lauter base. They take the view 
that such concentrated level of noise pollution in one area undermines the principle of equal 
treatment and physical integrity and that this daily assault on their health is an infringement of 
their human rights. They argue that the base should be closed and are seeking measures to 
ensure that at least Hercules aircraft training flights are ended or moved to a less populated 
area, pointing out that, even if this were done, their municipality would still be exposed to 
higher noise levels that other comparable areas.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 8 June 2010. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 2 September 2010.
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Directive 2002/49/EC1 concerns the evaluation and management of noise in the environment. 
Pursuant to Article 2(2) of the directive, the legislation does not apply to noise from military 
activities in military areas. Directive 2002/30/EC2 sets out the rules and procedures with 
regard to the introduction of noise-related operating restrictions at EU airports, however, 
military airports are also out of the scope of this directive, which strictly concerns civil 
airports.

In view of these elements and the information communicated by the petitioner, no 
infringement of Community legislation can be identified. However, EU legislation does not 
forbid Member States to impose obligations on military airbases in their territories should 
they wish to do so. It is suggested that local and tailor-made solutions be found for reducing 
the noise exposure at military areas by examining whether effective measures could be taken 
with the involvement of the Member State and the operators of the military airbase in 
Ramstein.
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