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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0300/2010 by Bozo Jakeljić (German), on behalf of Croatian HCSP 
party, on the extradition of Croatian citizens to EU Member States in 
connection with politically-motivated offences in former Yugoslavia

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner indicates that, while Croatia’s constitution currently makes no provision for the 
extradition of Croatian citizens, Croatia, a candidate for EU membership, has undertaken on 
accession to bring it into line with the framework decision on the European arrest warrant. At 
the same time, however, Croatia is currently drawing up special legislation making it possible 
to reject applications for extradition in respect of politically-motivated offences. He maintains 
that former Yugoslav secret service agents resident in Croatia and wanted in the EU are being 
protected from extradition by the government, that Croatia has not carried out any purges 
similar to those carried out in East Germany and that members of the former Yugoslav secret 
service now in positions of power are protecting their fellow agents. While opposing Croatian 
accession, the petitioner nevertheless asks the European Parliament to make it clear to Croatia 
that Chapter 24 of the accession negotiations can only be concluded if Croatian law 
guarantees the application without exception of the European arrest warrant, thereby making 
it applicable to former members of the Yugoslav secret service.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 28 June 2010. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 2 September 2010.

The petitioner, who is of Croatian and German nationality, claims that Croatia is currently 
drawing up special legislation making it possible to reject applications for extradition in 
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respect of politically-motivated offences. However, Croatia as a candidate for EU 
membership has undertaken to implement the Council Framework Decision of 13 June 2002 
on the European arrest warrant and the surrender procedures between Member States (OJ L 
190, 18.7.2002, p. 1, the "FD-EAW"). The FD-EAW does not provide for any exceptions for 
political offences. Croatia is under the obligation to implement the FD-EAW in accordance of 
the wording of the agreed and published text.

Croatia will be obliged to implement the EAW Framework Decision correctly i.e. without any 
exceptions for politically-motivated offences. At this stage, the Commission does not 
envisage pursuing this particular case any further.


