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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Petitions

2.9.2010

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0083/2006 by Mr. Dan Foley (Irish), on behalf of Kildimo and 
Pallaskenry Water Retention Committee, on the local authorities' intention to 
modify the source of water supply to Kildimo and Pallaskenry areas.

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner argues that despite the very good quality of the current water supply to Kildimo 
and Pallaskenry areas (from Bleach Lough Spring) and the wish of citizens to conserve it as it 
is, the local administration is considering replacing this supply source, by making a 
connection to the River Deel within the Shannon Estuary Water Supply Scheme. The 
petitioner maintains that such an action would be seriously detrimental for the health of the 
citizens in the above-mentioned area. He maintains that besides the fact of River Deel being 
polluted, the Shannon Estuary Treatment Plant uses large quantities of various chemicals to 
treat the water. He requests the European Parliament immediate action in order to ensure that 
this project will be stopped and that citizens' wishes are not disregarded.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 30 May 2006. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 10 November 2006.

The petitioner argues that although the unpolluted Bleach Lough Spring has been the source 
of good quality drinking water for the Kildimo and Pallaskenry areas for more than 50 years, 
the local administration is considering abandoning this supply and abstracting water from the 
River Deel, which is already the main abstraction point for the Shannon Estuary Water Supply 
Scheme. The petitioner maintains that such an action would be seriously detrimental for the 
health of the citizens in the above-mentioned area. He maintains that the River Deel is being 
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polluted by dead animals and raw sewage and that the Shannon Estuary Treatment Plant 
needs to use large quantities of various chemicals to treat the water.  Moreover, the petitioner 
claims that no consideration has been given to the wishes of citizens of Kildimo and 
Pallaskenry, despite protests and demonstrations.

The concerned pieces of legislation are Directives 98/83/EC1 (Directive on the quality of 
water intended for human consumption - the Drinking Water Directive) and 75/440/EC2

(Directive concerning the required quality of surface waters designated for the production of 
drinking water). 

The Commission has requested information from the Irish authorities, who confirmed that the 
change of the capture zone from Bleach Lough Spring to the River Deel was decided upon the 
following considerations:

 A review by Limerick City Council of the suitability of the Bleach Lough source 
concluded that the source was vulnerable to pollution. 

 The review had also pointed out that the projected water demand (3400 m³/per day) for 
the concerned areas would lead to unacceptable water draw-down levels in Bleach 
Lough.

 Providing water from the Shannon Estuary Supply would be more effective and 
economical than upgrading the Bleach Lough facilities.

Following a public consultation, the City Council reported in 2002 that "8.6% of the people 
who attended the public consultation and completed the questionnaires were against 
changing their water supply source, 34.6% had general or no comments and almost 57% 
required the new water supply source. In total, over 91% of people either had no comment or 
were in favour of being provided with a new water source because of difficulties experienced 
with the reliability of water quality, pressure, etc, of their existing supply."

The Commission has also verified the quality of drinking water delivered from Bleach Lough 
Spring and from Shannon Estuary TP. Based upon the 2004 data submitted by Ireland, both 
water supply zones show full compliance with the Drinking Water Directive. 

Using chemicals to treat the water is a normal procedure and the Drinking Water Directive 
specifies maximum concentrations of chemicals which can remain in the water when 
distributed to the consumers. These maximum values are respected. 

In order to check compliance with Directive 75/440/EC, the Commission has requested from 
the Irish authorities recent data on the quality of the water of the river Deel at the Shannon 
Estuary Water Supply Scheme abstraction point, but has not received this information yet.

As a conclusion, no infringement can be found against the Drinking Water Directive. An 
investigation is ongoing to check conformity with Directive 75/440/EC. The Commission will 
keep the Committee on Petitions informed on the outcome.

                                               
1 OJ L 330, 5.12.1998, p.32
2 OJ L 194, 25.7.1975, p.26
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4. Further Commission reply, received on 10 June 2008.

The petitioner argues that, although the unpolluted Bleach Lough Spring has been the source 
of good quality drinking water for the Kildimo and Pallaskenry areas for more than 50 years, 
the local administration is considering abandoning this supply and intends to abstract water 
from the River Deel. The petitioner states that the River Deel is being polluted by dead 
animals and  by raw sewage. He also argues that chemicals are needed for the treatment of the 
water from the River Deel and that the wishes of the citizens are not being taken into account, 
despite protests and demonstrations. 

During the meeting of the Committee on Petitions of 26 February 2007, the Commission 
expressed its opinion concerning the use of chemicals in the treatment process. It also 
commented on the petitioner's statement that no public consultation was held. For these items, 
no infringement could be identified. 

At the same meeting of the committee, the Commission stressed that Ireland had sent water 
quality data to the Commission for the River Deel for the period stretching from January 2004 
up to August 2006. The data showed full compliance with Directive 75/440/EC1.

In a further request for information, the Parliament requested data on the water quality of the 
River Deel for the period September 2006 up to June 2007, in order to verify if the river 
complied with Directive 75/440/EC during this period. The Parliament also wanted to be 
informed on the use which will be made of Bleach Lough’s water body once the abstraction 
of drinking water has ceased. 

The Commission has obtained the requested information from Ireland concerning the water 
quality of the River Deel. Analyses show that water samples taken at the abstraction point 
comply with the quality standards laid down by Directive 75/440/EC. 

The Commission has also been informed that “the decision as to the use of Bleach Lough will 
be made when the abstraction of water ceases in the future. Any relevant decision will be 
made at that time, considering all the relevant beneficial uses of the lake”. 

The Commission cannot, currently, identify any infringement of Directive 75/440/EC or of 
EU environmental law.  It must be noted that even though this directive was repealed on 31 
December 2007 by the Water Framework Directive, 2000/60/EC (WFD), the quality 
requirements of Directive 75/440/EC are still valid, as the WFD stipulates that water bodies 
used for abstraction of drinking water may not deteriorate in their quality (WFD Art 7).  

Independently from its future use, Bleach Lough must respect the relevant provisions of the 
WFD and, therefore, the petitioner could be advised to come back to the Parliament and to the 
Commission when he has elements showing that Bleach Lough is used in a way which does 
not comply with this directive.

                                               
1 OJ L 194/25.7.1975, p 26. Directive concerning the required quality of surface waters designated for the 
production of drinking water.
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5. Further Commission reply, received on 2 September 2010.

The Commission examined the petitioner's letter of 29th May 2009 and found that there was 
no legal basis for the Commission to intervene in this affair as already stated.  The issues 
raised in the petition are the legitimate right and responsibility of the Irish authorities, courts 
and bodies within their sovereign national rules and procedures.

The petitioner was duly informed of the Commission's position in writing


