
CM\834561EN.doc PE450.785v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Petitions

8.10.2010

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1843/2009 by Mr Francis Pont (French), on severe health risks resulting 
from the improper management of the sewage treatment plant in Béziers (France)

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner complains about the improper management of the sewage treatment plant in 
Béziers (France), arguing that residents have been exposed to severe health risks for the last 
eight years. According to the petitioner, the complaints submitted to the competent authorities 
have not had any results. The petitioner explains that the air has become impossible to breathe 
and the residents are confronted with flies in the middle of the winter. He asks the European 
Parliament to have the Commission look into the matter.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 23 March 2010. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 8 October 2010.

The petition

The petition contains a letter sent by the petitioner to the local authorities at Sauvian (France), 
voicing concerns about the foreseen connection of the sewerage system of Sauvian to the 
waste water treatment plant of the neighbouring Béziers municipality, at the same time
closing down the existing waste water treatment plant for Sauvian municipality. The 
petitioner expresses concerns that the Béziers treatment plant is insufficient, that it causes 
odours, noise pollution from trucks and nuisance from flies, and that any further connection 
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would aggravate this situation.

Comments by the Commission on the petition

The pieces of EU environmental legislation relevant to this petition are:-

 the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive1; 
 the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive2; and
 the Waste Framework Directive3.

The Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive: The directive sets limit values for the treatment 
of waste water from settlement areas ('agglomerations') above a certain size. Both the Béziers 
waste water treatment plant (design capacity 130 000 population equivalents4) and the 
Sauvian waste water treatment plants (design load 3 300 population equivalents) are within 
the scope of application of the directive. Monitoring data shows:-

- compliance with the directive as regards its equipment, and,
- compliance with the directive as regards its performance (limit values).

Monitoring data is publicly available through the information system provided by the French 
Ministry for Ecology, Energy, Sustainable Development and the Sea 
http://assainissement.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/

The Commission underlines that it is the right and responsibility of Member States to decide 
whether to provide waste water treatment for a municipality in a separate treatment plant or in 
a plant together with other municipalities. 

The Environmental Impact Assessment Directive: Certain projects likely to have significant 
effects on the environment are subject to an impact assessment, inter alia waste water 
treatment plants: All waste water treatment plants with a capacity of more than 150 000 
population equivalents are subject to a mandatory impact assessment (article 4(1) and annex 
I), whilst, for smaller plants, Member States have to determine through a case-by-case 
examination or set thresholds or criteria whether an impact assessment is necessary. These 
provisions apply as well in the case of changes to, or the extension of projects. 

The Waste Framework Directive: The provisions of the Waste Framework Directive apply to 
waste waters where these are not covered by other Community or national legislation. In its 
article 4(1), the directive obliges Member States to take the necessary measures for the 
avoidance of odour or noise nuisance in the treatment of waste including waste waters.
                                               
1 Directive 91/271/EEC, OJ L135 of 30.5.1991
2 Directive 85/337/EEC, OJ L175 of 5.7.1985
3  Directive 2008/98/EC, OJ L312 of 22.11.2008

http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:2006L0012:20090625:EN:
PDF

4 population equivalent = measurement unit for the pollution of waste water, with one 
population equivalent being equal to the average pollution of one person in one day
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From the information available, it is evident that the French authorities are aware of the need 
to extend and upgrade the Béziers waste water treatment plant in order to meet future needs. 
The relevant decision by the Communauté d'Agglomération Béziers Méditerranée of 20 May 
20101 foresees a future capacity of the waste water treatment plant of 200 000 population 
equivalents.

Conclusions

The responsible French authorities have taken the decision to extend the Béziers waste water 
treatment plant. It will, therefore, be the responsibility of the authorities to adhere to the 
provisions of the relevant EU legislation, i.e. the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive, the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Directive and the Waste Framework Directive.

                                               
1 Source: http://www.beziers-agglo.org/, 
http://abcontre-les-nuisances.asso-
web.com/uploaded/Plan%20local%20d'Urbanisme%20Béziers.pdf


