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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0315/2010 by Mr Gavin Scott (British), on the effects of the offshore 
dredging on the coastal area in Holderness (United Kingdom)

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner believes that offshore dredging has been the main factor responsible for coastal 
erosion in Holderness and criticizes the British authorities for ignoring the problem and taking 
no measures to address it. He rejects those arguments which state that coastal erosion would 
be the result of climate change and he asks that offshore dredging is stopped. According to the 
petitioner, British authorities have only recently decided to compensate those losing their 
houses because of coastal erosion and the compensatory amount would be insignificant. He 
calls on the European institutions to reject any application for EU funding aiming to combat 
coastal erosion submitted by the British authorities as long as offshore dredging continues; he 
would like that steps be taken to ensure that EU money is not spent on building sea defences 
in heavily dredged areas in UK.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 29 June 2010. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 8 October 2010.

The petition is in fact a letter which was sent as a general mailing, not personalised, to various 
EU institutions, including the Commission. The Commission replied on 27 May 2010.

Although, in principle, activities or works in river basins and off-shore that remove sediments 
could affect coastal erosion, many natural and human factors are interlinked. Moreover, 
coastal areas are very diverse from an environmental point of view and the local situation 
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needs to be taken into account, on a case-by case basis. An analysis of sediment budgets and 
sediment transport mechanisms needs to underpin the choice of coastal defence options, as
well as the authorisation of activities potentially impacting on the marine and coastal 
environments. 

In the UK, 'shoreline management plans' are established to analyse coastal erosion processes, 
assess the needs and options for coastal defences and erosion management and allow for 
public consultation1. 

Regarding the possible use of EU funding for coastal defence purposes, several possible 
funding sources can indeed be used for projects in coastal areas or coastal defence (e.g. the 
European Regional Development Fund, and, in some cases, the European Agricultural and 
Rural Development Fund and European Fisheries Fund). 

The Commission invited the petitioner to provide more information, if available, to identify a 
specific EU co-funded project or works to support his concerns. The petitioner has not 
provided such information to date. 

                                               
1 The shoreline mangement plan for the area including Holderness is being reviewed 
http://www.hecag-smp2.co.uk/


