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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0515/2010 by Robert Walczak (Polish), on the failure of the Polish 
authorities to comply with the provisions of Directive 2006/1/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council on the use of vehicles hired without 
drivers for the carriage of goods by road

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner points out that the Polish laws on road transport of 20 June 1997 and 6 
September 2001 respectively, which only refer to national registration and driving documents, 
do not comply with the provisions of Directive 2006/1/EC of the European Parliament and of 
the Council on the use of hired vehicles.  In this context, the petitioner draws particular 
attention to Article 2(1) of the Directive which states that "each Member State shall allow the 
use within its territory, for the purposes of traffic between Member States, of vehicles hired by 
undertakings established on the territory of another Member State", and Article 3(1) which 
reads "Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that their undertakings 
may use, for the carriage of goods by road, under the same conditions as vehicles owned by 
them, hired vehicles registered or put into circulation in compliance with the laws in their 
countries". The petitioner therefore calls on the European Parliament to ensure that the Polish 
authorities comply with the provisions of the above Directive.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 13 September 2010. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 10 November 2010.
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The Commission has already dealt with two identical complaints from this petitioner. By 
letter of 12 August 2010 the Commission services informed the petitioner that the Polish legal 
provisions he referred to were not incompatible with Directive 2006/1/EC1.

In reply to this petition the Commission therefore can only repeat what it already wrote to the 
petitioner. Article 2, paragraph 1 of the Directive aims to ensure that Member States allow the 
use on their territory of hired vehicles by hauliers from other Member States. Thus Poland has 
to allow that, for instance, a German haulier may use a vehicle in Poland which is only leased 
and not fully owned. As regards the treatment of their own hauliers Article 3 (1) of the 
Directive provides that Member States do not maintain provisions for the use of hired vehicles 
for their undertakings which are more restrictive than the provisions regarding the use of fully 
owned vehicles. If Polish legislation requires hauliers established in Poland to register their 
(fully owned) vehicles in Poland, it can also require that hired vehicles used by these 
operators are registered in Poland. It is therefore not incompatible with the Directive that 
Polish legislation requires that a company applying for a transport licence proves that its 
vehicles (owned or hired) are registered in Poland.

Conclusion

The Commission therefore concludes that the examination of this petition has not revealed 
that Polish legislation referred to by the petitioner is incompatible with the provisions of 
Directive 2006/1/EC.

                                               
1 Directive 2006/1/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 January 2006 on 
the use of vehicles hired without drivers for the carriage of goods by road (codified version) 
OJ L 33, 4.2.2006, p.82.


