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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1102/2009 by Gerard Cussinet (French), on behalf of the Association 
de Défense pour le Droit au Logement et à la Consommation, on pollution 
caused by the improper use of the Cusset waste disposal site (Vichy Val 
d’Allier, France)

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner complains of the improper manner in which the Cusset waste disposal site 
(Vichy Val d’Allier, France) has been used and believes it poses a serious threat to the health 
of local residents. The petitioner criticises the company that runs the disposal site and asserts 
that it has no interest in recycling and that approximately 350 000 tonnes of waste are not 
being stored correctly. According to the petitioner, the local authorities are continuing to 
ignore the problem and have failed to take measures to close the site or improve it in line with 
environmental standards.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 23 November 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 22 January 2010.

Based on the allegations provided by the petitioner, the site is an existing landfill falling 
within the scope of the directive on the landfill of waste1 (the Landfill Directive) and which 
had to be made compliant with the requirements of the directive by 16 July 2009 in 
accordance with Article 14 thereof. The following issues, therefore, need to be investigated 
with the competent French authorities:
                                               
1 Directive 1999/31/EC OJ L 182, 16.7.1999, p. 1-19
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- The treatment of waste before its final disposal in the landfills. Article 6 of the Landfill 
Directive provides that only waste that has been subject to treatment is landfilled;

- Non-conformities in the statutory procedures to accept the waste on the landfill, notably, the 
on-site inspection and weighing of trucks transporting waste onto the site. Provision 1.3 of the 
Waste Acceptance Criteria Decision1 stipulates that each load of waste delivered to a landfill 
shall be visually inspected before and after unloading. The required documentation shall be 
checked; and

- The existence of strong odours in the residential areas near the landfill site probably due to 
the improper daily management of waste on site. Point 5 in Annex I to the Landfill Directive 
requires landfill operators to take measures to minimise nuisances e.g. emissions of odours, 
arising from the landfill.

Conclusions

The Commission will contact the French authorities in order to obtain clarification about the 
above-mentioned issues and will keep the Parliament informed about its findings.

4. Commission reply, received on 24 June 2010.

On 10 December 2009, the Commission requested from the competent French authorities 
information regarding the following issues:

- The treatment of the waste before final disposal in the landfills. Article 6 of the Landfill 
Directive2 provides that only waste that has been subject to treatment is landfilled;

- Non-conformities in the statutory procedures to accept the waste in the landfill, notably, the 
on-site inspection of trucks transporting waste onto the site. Provision 1.3 of the Waste 
Acceptance Criteria Decision3 stipulates that each load of waste delivered to a landfill shall be 
visually inspected before and after unloading. The required documentation shall be checked, 
and;

- The existence of strong odours in the residential areas near the landfill site probably due to 
the improper daily management of waste on site. Provision 5 in Annex I to the Landfill 
Directive requires landfill operators to take measures to minimise nuisances e.g. emissions of 
odours arising from the landfill.

On 21 April 2010, the French authorites replied to the Commission in the following terms:

- The landfill is fully in compliance with the Landfill Directive and the Waste Acceptance 
Criteria Decision. This is regulated by "arrêts" of 8 September 2000, 6 July 2007 and 25 January 
2010.     
                                               
1 Decision 2003/33/EC OJ L 11/27, 16.1.2003
2 1999/31/EC OJ L 182, 16.7.1999, p. 1-19
3 2003/33/EC OJ L 11/27, 16.1.2003



CM\851663EN.doc 3/3 PE438.354/REV.II

EN

- Article 12 of the Landfill Directive is complied with. This provides the obligation to carry out 
regular inspections of landfill sites. All monitoring records of the landfill at issue are received at 
least once a year. The last in-depth inspection took place on 30 June 2009. 

- The landfill operator holds a valid landfill permit in accordance with Articles 7 and 8 of the 
Landfill Directive. 

- The wastes are accepted following the requirements laid down in the WAC Decision. In 2009, 
42 waste loads were rejected for not complying with the Decision.

- The waste arriving at the landfill of Cusset has been previously sorted. Only waste under 
Article L541-1-III of the Code de l'Environnement can be disposed at the landfill site.

- As regards nuisance stemming from the landfill site, the Commission is informed that a set of 
measures has been implemented in order to minimise the impact of the operation at the landfill 
site. Additional measures were taken in 2009 in order to reduce the impacts of conformity works 
being carried out at the site. 

Taking the above information into account, the Commission cannot detect a breach of the 
Landfill Directive.

5. Commission reply, received on 9 December 2010.

The Commission received further information concerning this petition.  After consideration of 
the documentation, the Commission cannot find any evidence to bring into question the 
conclusion given in its previous communication and has, therefore, no grounds to investigate 
further the matter.


