
CM\853726EN.doc PE456.742

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Petitions

13.1.2011

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0259/2010 by V.M. (Slovak), on alleged misuse of EU funds by the 
Agricultural Payments Agency in Slovakia

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner alleges that EU funds intended to subsidise land for livestock pasture is being 
misused; the land is allegedly being used for private purposes, to rear fallow deer and
moufflons. He has tried to report to the Slovak authorities, but not obtained satisfaction. He 
asks the European authorities to investigate.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 17 June 2010. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 13 January 2011.

The petition

The petitioner alleges that the PORIADIE Agricultural Collective repetitively claims, and 
unduly benefits from support under the Single Area Payment Scheme (SAPS), while it failed 
to maintain the GAEC (Good agricultural and environmental conditions) and was thereby in 
breach of the SAPS provisions.

The Commission’s comments on the petition  

The petitioner alleged that PORIADIE Agricultural Cooperative (PORIADIE AC) -located in 
Myjava, Slovakia - had not been maintaining or cultivating its arable land and was therefore 
in breach of the “Good Agricultural and Environmental Conditions” (GAEC) on which the 
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granting of SAPS (Single Area Payment Scheme) aid is based.

The petitioner further alleged that in 2008 subsidies were sought for land parcels which had 
not been cultivated for many years and for areas declared as pastures on which deer and wild 
sheep were reared. He also alleged that due to the lack of cultivation of the land, an amount of 
at least EUR 20 000 had been unduly paid to PORIADIE AC, and was never recovered 
thereafter. Furthermore, the source alleged that PORIADIE AC had for many years been 
declaring land parcels which overlapped with those of other farmers, in order to unduly 
receive funding under the SAPS regime. 

On 15.07.2010, OLAF opened an assessment procedure of the information received to 
determine if a formal OLAF investigation should be opened.

Conclusions

OLAF's formal assessment of the matter was completed and discussed during the Board on 30 
November 2010. During the assessment the Slovakian authorities stated that a number of on-
the-spot checks had been conducted on the beneficiary, as a result of which fines of SKK 
56 921 (in 2006-2007) and EUR 50 332,67 (in 2008-2009) had been imposed.

On the basis of this information it had been established that the APA (Slovakian Paying 
Agency) performed all checks required and that its controls were carried out in an appropriate 
way. Therefore, in application of the principle of subsidiarity, OLAF has no role to play in the 
matter and it is recommended that the matter be treated as a non case.


