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Subject: Petition 0683/2010 by Janet Fitzgerald (Irish), on behalf of Tick Talk Ireland, 
on failure of the Irish authorities to properly monitor Lyme disease

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner requests the European Parliament to take the necessary measures so that the 
Irish authorities improve their monitoring of Lyme disease according to the parameters set by 
the European legislation on epidemiological surveillance and control of communicable 
diseases. She considers that members of the Irish public should be made aware of Lyme 
disease and argues that the official figures concerning its incidence are incorrect. According 
to the petitioner, the seroprevalence studies report Ireland as having one of the highest rates of 
Lyme disease in Europe.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 October 2010. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 13 January 2011.

The Commission is aware of the epidemiology of tick-borne diseases such as Lyme disease 
and of the potential risks they pose to human health. 

Lyme borreliosis (LB) or Lyme disease is the most common tick-borne disease of humans in 
the Northern Hemisphere and is prevalent in most parts of Europe although the prevalence is 
low in southern Europe such as Portugal and Italy, and higher in countries such as Sweden 
where 10,000 people annually contract the infection resulting in clinical disease. 

It should be indicated that the currently epidemiological situation of tick-borne diseases and 
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their vectors in Europe1 stresses the importance of climate change and its impact on public 
health as an important challenge with changes in tick distribution being observed2 within the 
European Union but also at Member States and regional levels depending on specific climate 
conditions or geographic characteristics. 

In cooperation with the Commission, the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
prioritised in its 2010 Work Programme tick-borne diseases under the activities related to 
emerging and vector-born diseases. With a main focus on tick-borne encephalisitis and Lyme 
disease, the objectives of these actions will notably be to raise clinical awareness and develop 
a surveillance strategy. In addition, the Centre is monitoring the epidemiological situation of 
tick-borne diseases in the Union. 

In this respect, the Commission will communicate this petition and the different key points 
raised with regard to the epidemiological surveillance of Lyme disease to the European Centre 
for Disease Prevention and Control so that they can review and consider these elements in the
context of their ongoing work. 

In the meantime, the Commission would like to recall that tick-borne diseases such as Lyme 
disease are covered by EU-wide surveillance in accordance with Decision 2000/96/EC3. As 
part of this legislation and in order to ensure an effective collection of the necessary 
epidemiological data, an EU case definition is currently being prepared with the objective to 
allow comparable reporting in the Union.

Lyme disease illustrates the importance of strengthened cooperation between all health 
authorities (food safety, public health and animal welfare). In this respect, the Union has been 
promoting over the past years a one health approach4, i.e coordinated actions and initiatives 
addressing threats to citizens such as zoonoses, food- and vector-borne diseases. 

Finally, the Commission would like to emphasize that the complexity of diagnosing Lyme 
disease requires the importance of good cooperation between laboratories and clinicians.

Conclusion

The Commission will communicate this petition - and the different key points raised with 
regard to the epidemiological surveillance of Lyme Disease - to the European Centre for 
Disease Prevention and Control so that they can review and consider these elements in the 
                                               
1 EFSA recently published their scientific opinion on geographic distribution of tick-borne 
infections and their vectors in Europe pointing out that Lyme Borreliosis is prevalent in most 
parts of Europe although prevalence is low in southern Europe such as Portugal and Italy. 
EFSA journal 2010;8(9):1723, http://www.efsa.europa.eu/de/efsajournal/scdoc/1723.htm
2 http://ec.europa.eu/health/climate_change/policy/index_en.htm
3 Commission Decision of 22 December 1999 on the communicable diseases to be 
progressively covered by the Community network under Decision No 2119/98/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council,
OJ L 28/50; 3.2.2000
4 http://www.one-health.eu/ee/index.php/en/page/european_commission_en/the_partners
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context of their ongoing work on the surveillance of tick-borne diseases.


