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Subject: Petition 0340/2010 by María de la Soledad Ramiro Martínez (Spanish), on 
the damage being done to the Morata de Tajuña plain, Madrid

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner objects to the building activity and illegal damping taking place on the Morata 
de Tajuña plain, indicating that the Madrid municipal authorities are projecting a relief road 
running through it and which would, according to the petitioner, create enormous damage. A 
citizen’s organisation has brought the matter before the Spanish courts, contesting the 
favourable environmental impact declaration issued by the Madrid municipal authorities. 
They are seeking an alternative solution which would leave the plain undamaged, maintaining 
that illegal construction work and unmonitored dumping has contaminated the Tajuña river 
and that nothing has been done to curb the flow of effluent into the river.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 1 July 2010. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 11 February 2011.

The Commission has examined the petitioner's allegations concerning the construction of a 
road on the Morata de Tajuña plain with a view to assessing compliance with the EU 
environmental legislation that may be relevant in this case.

As regards nature legislation, there is no indication as to what extent areas protected by 
Council Directive 92/43/EC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and 
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flora1 would be significantly negatively affected. 

As regards the EU environmental impact assessment legislation, it should be noted that the 
information provided by the petitioner is very general and does not allow a possible breach of 
the EIA Directive to be identified.  In any case, it seems that the road project in question 
would have been made subject to an EIA procedure and the EIA Statement adopted by the 
regional authorities would have been challenged before the national courts.  Apart from this, it 
is stated by the petitioner that finally this road construction project will most likely not be 
carried out due to an agreement between the local municipal government and the Autonomous 
Community of Madrid.

Furthermore, the petitioner mentions that other illegal construction works resulted in the 
illegal dumping of waste into the irrigation channels on the Morata de Tajuña plain and into 
the River Tajuña. Apparently this illegal waste dumping is caused by leakage from sewage 
and septic tanks from houses and isolated settlements. The petitioner does not give any other 
specific information about the alleged illegal waste disposal and discharge of effluents into 
the River Tajuña which would demonstrate a violation of European legislation.

As regards EU waste legislation, Article 36 of Directive 2008/98/EC on waste2, require 
Member States to take the necessary measures to prohibit the abandonment, dumping or 
uncontrolled management of waste. However, waste waters are exempted from the scope of 
this directive to the extent that they are covered by other EU legislation. 

The Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC3 establishes the need for a detailed planning on 
the use of water resources to avoid non sustainable solutions and irreversible damage to the 
environment, through the development of River Basin Management Plans. These plans shall 
include measures to aim at the achievement of good status of waters by 2015, including 
controls on the discharge of pollutants into surface waters. 

According to the Water Framework Directive, the first River Basin Management Plans should
be published by December 2009. On 3 June 20104, the Commission took legal action against 
Spain as it did not submit its River Basin Management Plans to the Commission in 
accordance with article 15.3 of the Water Framework Directive and a reasoned opinion was 
sent on 27 January. 

Conclusion

On the basis of the facts submitted by the petitioner, the Commission cannot identify any 
infringement of EU environmental legislation.
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