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Subject: Petition 0922/2010 by Manuel Antonio Cao Prado (Spanish), on behalf of the 
Confraria de Pescadores (Fishermen's Guild) of La Coruña (Spain), and 
supported by 16 signatory associations, on pollution in the Ria del Burgo (La 
Coruña province)

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner states that there is no plan for cleaning up the Ria del Burgo (La Coruña 
province, Spain). He complains at the indifference of the authorities, who permit the dumping 
of urban and industrial waste, in many cases highly dangerous to human health, in the bay. He 
believes that the Community legislation is being violated and that the government authorities 
concerned, including the environment ministry, the Galician regional government and the 
local authorities, are failing to show any concern on the matter. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 17 November 2010. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 29 March 2011.

The Commission is of the view that the implementation of EU legislation will contribute to 
improving the environmental quality in situations like those described by the petitioner. 

The EU Water Framework Directive (WFD)1 obliges Member States to take action to ensure that 
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all water bodies (including coastal waters) achieve good environmental status (i.e. no pollution) 
by 2015. The WFD sets in motion a process leading to the identification of the main 
environmental pressures affecting particular water bodies, to the definition of objectives for the 
environmental features characterising the good status and, eventually, to the development and 
implementation of proper measures to tackle them. 

One of the important milestones in the implementation of the WFD is the adoption of the so-
called River Basin Management Plans, which should incorporate particular objectives and 
measures to deal with pollution of waters and sediments and the consequences. The 
Commission has taken legal action against Spain for not having adopted, inter alia, the 
Management Plan for the coastal waters in the area of the petition.

Achieving such a good status will only be possible if other important pieces of EU legislation 
are also put into practice. This is even more the case with the directive concerning urban 
waste-water treatment. As pointed out by the petitioner, the treatment system for the waste-
water generated by the agglomeration of La Coruña is not fully up and running yet.

The directive on the quality for shellfish 2006/113/EC1 (article 5) obliges Member States to 
prepare specific programmes to abate pollution in a six year period after the designation of the 
area as a shellfish production area. The area was designated in 1993 (BOE nº 312, 30 
December 1993). This directive will be repealed with effect from 13 years after the date of 
entry into force of the WFD (in 2013).

With reference to the legal points above, the Commission wishes to state that:

- With regard to EU Directive 91/271/EEC, concerning urban waste-water treatment, the 
Commission has brought the Kingdom of Spain before the European Court of Justice (C-
343/10) including the agglomeration of La Coruña, where Ría del Burgo is located;

- With regard to EU Directive 2000/60/EC, on water, the Commission has taken legal 
action (a reasoned opinion pursuant to Article 258 of the TFEU has been issued - the last 
step before bringing the issue in front of the Court of Justice of the EU) against Spain for 
not having adopted, inter alia, the Management Plan for the coastal waters in the area 
concerned by the petition;

- With regard to Directive 2006/113/EC on the quality required of shellfish waters, 
following a Commission investigation and subsequent representations made before the 
Spanish authorities, a specific pollution reduction programme, compliant with Article 5 of 
this directive, was put forward by the competent authorities. 

Conclusion
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The Commission has taken action on the subject matter of this petition. In particular, the 
Commission has taken legal action, pursuant to Article 258 of the TFEU as regards the improper 
implementation of the main pieces of EU legislation relevant to the situation described by the 
petitioner.


