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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1097/2010 by Otto Gassner (German), on problems with students 
with English A’ Levels as a result of the German universities’ deadline for 
enrolment

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner’s son has taken A’ Levels and wishes to enrol at a German university. The 
deadline for enrolment is 15 July but the English A’ Level results are not published until 
August. This means that the petitioner’s son and other German students effectively have to 
wait for a year before they can begin their further education. The petitioner considers that this 
situation is contrary to EU principles on freedom of movement and the right to education and 
he therefore calls on the European Parliament, in the light of the steadily increasing number of 
young people who go to school and study in other Member States, to take this matter up and 
ensure that the publication of university entrance exam results and university deadlines for 
enrolment are adjusted at European level or that other harmonising measures are taken.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 16 December 2010. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 29 March 2011.

The problem described by the petitioner arises from the organisation of education systems, 
which is the responsibility of the Member States and not of the EU institutions (Article 165(1) 
of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU)).
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However, the Commission notes that the exercise of this responsibility should not enter into 
conflict with the objectives of Union action in the field of education, and more specifically 
with mobility of students and teachers, that Union action is called upon by the same article 
(second indent of Article 165(2) of the TFEU) to encourage.

The means at the Commission’s disposal for persuading the Member States, when receiving 
students from other Member States, not to apply measures likely to make students waste large 
periods of time are not, of course, binding provisions of European law such as would enable 
it, for example, to initiate proceedings for infringement of Article 258 TFEU.

Conclusion

Because the problem at this stage is more a political one than a legal one, it is probably better 
for the European Parliament’s Committee on Petitions to report this specific problem directly 
to the Permanent Representations of the Member States concerned.


