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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0387/2008 by Katiuscia Verlingieri (Italian) concerning the 
conservation of the historic heritage in the provinces of Salerno, Avellino and 
Benevento in Italy

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner who provides comprehensive documentation outlines the situation concerning a 
number of historic buildings, in particular Castello Pignatelli, expressing concern that 
demolition work is resulting in the destruction of the cultural and historic heritage.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 2 September 2008. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 6 May 2011.

The Commission fully agrees with the petitioner that the preservation of cultural heritage and 
respect for cultural diversity is of high importance. The Commission actively promotes these 
principles, for example within the framework for cooperation on culture policy, the European 
Agenda for Culture, the EU Culture Programme 2007-2013 and through the European 
Regional Development Fund.

The EU Heritage Prize/Europa Nostra Awards within the EU Culture Programme, jointly 
awarded by the European Commission and Europa Nostra every year, highlights a number of 
Europe's best achievements in heritage care. One category of these awards concentrates on 
conservation and restoration of cultural heritage sites in the EU and other countries associated 
to the EU Culture Programme.
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However, the type of case described by the petitioner does not fall within the Union's scope of 
actions in the field of culture, which is laid down in Article 167 of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union and which states that "The Union shall contribute to the 
flowering of the cultures of the Member States, while respecting their national and regional 
diversity and at the same time bringing the common cultural heritage to the fore. Action by 
the Union shall be aimed at encouraging cooperation between Member States and, if 
necessary, supporting and supplementing their action […]".

Responsibility in the field of conservation of cultural heritage therefore lies with the Member 
States. This implies that the Commission cannot intervene to determine the ways in which 
national cultural heritage is protected. 
The European Regional Development Fund can co-finance cultural investments, including the 
protection of cultural and natural heritage, as established by art. 2 of (EC) Regulation No 
1783/1999 of 12 July 1999.

However, by virtue of the shared management principle, the Managing Authorities in the 
Member States are responsible for choosing and implementing the projects co-financed by
ERDF.

Therefore, in June 2010, the Commission contacted the Campania region, Managing 
Authority of the Regional Operational Programme co-financed by ERDF in 2000-2006, to 
verify if the specific projects mentioned by the petitioner were co-fianced by ERDF and, in 
this case, what is the state of their implementation. Since the regional authorities did not 
answer our first request, the Commisison sent it again in March 2011. In case any violation of 
the community legislation is identified, the Commission will recover the financial 
contribution.

As concerns the alledged violations apparently committed during the execution of the works 
and falling outside the scope of the community legislation, the petitioner should address the 
competent national authorities.


