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Subject: Petition 1019/2008 by Reinhold Goisser (German), on recognition of a 
pensionable period of employment in Greece

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner worked in Greece from 1993-1997 and was affiliated to the Greek public 
sickness insurance scheme, IKA. Since 2003, the petitioner has tried unsuccessfully to have 
that period recognised as pensionable and, as his appeals to SOLVIT in Berlin have not 
produced any results, he asks the European Parliament to take the matter up.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 12 December 2008. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 11 May 2010.

The petitioner is a German national who worked during the period 1993-1997 in Greece as an 
employee and as such paid pension contributions to the Greek pension fund. The petitioner 
alleges that since 2002 he has tried to secure his Greek pension rights, but that apparently one 
of the conditions for the recognition of his Greek pension periods is the production of a Greek 
insurance booklet, which he no longer has.

In 2002, the Bundesversicherungsanstalt für Angestellte (BfA) in Berlin has asked the Greek 
pension fund to provide it with a form E-205. In reply, the Greek pension authorities, 
O.A.E.E. has asked that the petitioner submits to the pension fund IKA a number of 
documents to prove that he has worked during the above-mentioned period in Greece and that 
he has paid pension contributions to IKA. These documents included a copy of the contract of 
the establishment of the company in Greece, for which he has worked as a manager, an 
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insurance certificate and a copy of his drivers licence. 

From the correspondence between the petitioner and the Greek authorities in the following 
years it appears that an essential element for the recognition of his pension periods in Greece 
is the production of a Greek insurance booklet which registers the contributions for pensions 
in Greece. The petitioner has stated that he has kept such an insurance booklet during his 
working period, but that it got lost after he returned back to Germany in 1997. 

At the request of the Commission, the European Parliament has provided the Commission 
with the relevant documentation. From the information that the petitioner provided it can be 
concluded that he has submitted to the Greek authorities a list of documents that show that he 
has worked in Greece during the above-mentioned period and that he has paid pension 
contributions to the competent social security institutions. 

On the basis of this information, the Commission has asked the Greek authorities to 
investigate again this matter, in particular to indicate whether the production of an original 
Greek insurance booklet is a formal condition for entitlement to a Greek pension and if so, to 
explain the rationale of this formal requirement for the recognition of Greek insurance 
periods.

From the outset it appears that such a formal requirement for the entitlement to a pension is 
disproportionate. In such a case it could pose an unjustified obstacle to the free movement of 
workers under article 39 EC. 

The European Commission will revert to the European Parliament as soon as it receives a 
reply from the Greek authorities on this matter.

4. Commission reply (REV), received on 6 May 2011.

Since the last communication to the European Parliament, the Commission has received 
information from the Greek authorities concerning the steps to be taken by the petitioner in 
order to secure his pension rights in Greece.

In their reply, the Greek authorities confirmed that the petitioner was indeed insured with 
the OAEE (former TAE) since 1 February 1995.

Pursuant to Greek Presidential Decree 668/81, adopting the Constitution of the Greek 
Traders' Insurance Fund (OAEE), and in particular Article 22(2), the insured person shall 
submit to this fund the supporting documents required by this Decree as well as the records 
of his insurance contributions. On the basis of this documentation, the fund can establish 
the evidence of the duration of his professional employment in Greece.

It appears that the only missing information at this stage is indeed the original insurance 
booklet. If this booklet is missing, the petitioner could file an application for a certificate of 
the paid insurance contributions to the Greek Trader's Insurance Fund.

On 19 January 2011, the Commission informed the petitioner about the outcome of its 
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investigation and provided him with the necessary information to submit an application for 
this certificate to the Greek Trader's Insurance Fund, as well as to submit further 
information confirming his employment in the period between 1993 and 1995.

Conclusion

Once the petitioner has been able to secure the certificate of the paid insurance contributions 
with the Greek Trader's Insurance Fund, the latter should have all the necessary information to 
complete the E-205 form that was requested by the German institution for the calculation of 
the petitioner's pension in Germany. The Commission will monitor that the petitioner's 
pension claim is now correctly and swiftly settled.


