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Subject: Petition 0867/2010 by Golamali Shojaeitarighi (Iranian), on the rejection of 
his demand for political asylum in Cyprus

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner requests the European Parliament to intervene with the Cypriot authorities in 
order to have them review their decision to reject his demand for political asylum. The 
petitioner explains that an Iranian Court convicted him, in absence, for actions against the 
Iranian state to ten-year imprisonment in 2005. The petitioner, who has been living in Cyprus 
since October 2002 and got baptised Christian-Orthodox in 2003, maintains that his asylum 
demand was rejected already in 2004. He seems to have run out of legal redress and fears 
deportation back to Iran, which might mean the death penalty and, therefore, asks the 
European Parliament to help him stay in Cyprus.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 15 November 2010. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 6 May 2011.

The petitioner is an Iranian citizen who applied for asylum in Cyprus in 2002 claiming 
persecution due to his political activities. The petitioner was also baptised Christian-Orthodox 
in 2003. His application for asylum was rejected in 2004. It appears that in 2005 he was 
convicted by an Iranian Court in absentia for actions against the Iranian state (participation in 
disturbances against the holy regime and propaganda for Christianity) and sentenced to ten 
years of imprisonment.  Following this conviction he appealed to the Cypriot authorities to 
review his asylum application on the basis of new evidence relevant to his case, fearing that if 
he is returned to Iran, he will face imprisonment and possibly a death penalty. However his 
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appeal was rejected.

The conditions under which third country nationals are granted international protection in EU 
Member States have been harmonised at EU level by Council Directive 2004/83/EC of 29 
April 2004, on minimum standards for the qualification and status of third country nationals 
or stateless persons as refugees or as persons who otherwise need international protection and 
the content of protection granted. According to this Directive, political persecution is 
recognised as a ground for granting international protection (Article 10).
It is for the competent national authorities of each Member State to decide on granting 
international protection in that Member State. When taking such decisions, Member 
States shall ensure that EU law is implemented in line with fundamental rights and in full 
compliance with the principle of non-refoulement which requires that no person should be 
sent to a country where he or she may be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment.

While the European Commission monitors the way Member States honour their obligations 
under EU law, it is primarily for national courts to review the legality of acts of national 
authorities in individual cases. Applicants for refugee status who believe that they are not 
granted the rights they are entitled to according to EU law, should therefore seek remedies 
before the competent national authorities, including the national courts. 

Furthermore, any individual who considers that one of his or her fundamental rights has been 
violated may personally lodge a complaint with the European Court of Human Rights 
(ECHR) in Strasbourg (ECHR, Council of Europe, 67075 Strasbourg Cedex, 
France). However, the Court may only deal with a matter after all domestic remedies have 
been exhausted.

Conclusion

Given the fact that it is primarily for national courts to review the legality of acts of national 
authorities in individual cases, the petitioner might, for further information and 
assistance, wish to consult a legal counsellor and/or a non-governmental organisation working 
in the field of asylum in Cyprus. 


