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unemployment in Europe

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner maintains that economic and commercial competition from China is leading to 
a substantial increase in unemployment in Europe, thereby weakening the impoverishment of 
the social fabric of the European Union. He is accordingly seeking the introduction of 
European duties on imports from China.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 18 January 2011. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 6 May 2011.

Trade with China – both imports and exports – has increased dramatically since China joined 
the World Trade Organisation (WTO) in 2001. Our trade with China has helped EU 
competitiveness by providing access to cheap supplies and through an increased demand for 
European quality products. 

Today, China is Europe's fastest growing export market. Cheap Chinese imports also helped 
to keep inflation in Europe low. 

In the World Trade Organisation members take a mutual commitment not to raise their tariffs 
above agreed levels and to treat all partners without discrimination. This brings transparency 
and predictability, and avoids a scenario where members would have the liberty to raise tariffs 
to block more competitive imports from third countries or to discriminate among their 
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partners. History has taught how devastating such protectionism can be.

Consequently, a blanket imposition of specific duties on imports from China is therefore an 
avenue that the EU will not pursue as this would be against our WTO obligations. This said, 
WTO rules do allow members to impose anti-dumping duties to protect industries from unfair 
competition from third markets. In this respect, the European Commission carefully 
investigates all complaints that the European industry brings to its attention.


