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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1325/2010 by Aaro Keskitalo (Finnish), on food nomenclature

1. Summary of petition

The petitioners takes the view that food nomenclature can sometimes be misleading as in the 
case of ‘Riistakiusaus’, which gives the impression that the product contains game. However 
the list of ingredients that the product in fact contains much more pork than game (only 2% 
venison). The petitioner takes the view that the name given to the product should reflect the 
fact that it contains a (large) quantity of pork.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 8 February 2011. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 6 May 2011.

The petitioner observes that some foodstuffs present on the market are described by the name 
which does not reflect their real composition. In particular, the petitioner considers that the 
foodstuffs sold under the name "Riistakiusaus" (where the "riista" implies that it is produced 
from game) and which contain 83% of pig should bear in their name also an element which 
refers to it.

The European Union provides for rules governing the name under which a food is sold. Thus, 
according to Article 5(1) of Directive 2000/13/EC on approximation of the laws of the 
Member States relating to the labelling, presentation and advertising of foodstuffs1, in the 
absence of Union legislation, the name under which a food is sold shall be that provided for in 
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PE464.876 2/2 CM\866817EN.doc

EN

the legislation applicable in the Member State in which the product is sold. If no national rules 
exist, the name shall be a description of the food which is clear enough to let the purchaser 
know its true nature and distinguish it from other products with which it might be confused.

The assessment whether or not the description chosen by an operator fulfils the above-
mentioned criteria is carried out by the competent authorities of the Member States on a case-
by-case basis, taking into account all information provided on the label. In particular, the 
aforesaid Directive, by requiring in its Articles 6 and 7 the listing of ingredients under their 
specific name and the indication of the quantity if those ingredients appear in the name of the 
food in question or are otherwise emphasised on the labelling, provides a priori an 
appropriate mechanism to counter the risk of consumers being misled as regards ingredients 
used in the manufacturing of the foods.

Conclusion

It is an obligation of the Member States to assess the possible misleading character of the 
name under which the food is sold taking into account the label in its entirety and the 
consumers' understanding of it. Therefore, the Commission would suggest that the petitioner 
contacts the Finnish Food Safety Authority Evira, in order to highlight the above-mentioned 
concern:

Evira 
Mustialankatu 3 
00790 Helsinki, Finland
Tel: +358 20 772 003
Fax: +358 20 772 4350
E-mail: info evira.fi


