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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0939/2010 by Fernando Sferratore (Italian), on alleged 
environmental damage through leaking insulating oil from a submarine cable 
between the Italian mainland and Ischia

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner denounces the repeated marine pollution, in particular of Natura 2000 site 
"Regno di Nettuna" No IT8030010 through insulating oil for submarine cables between the 
Italian mainland and the island of Ischia. He alleges that the cable reputedly ruptured and that 
the cable operators simply poured in more oil to prevent water from entering the cable shaft. 
According to him several tons of insulating oil with potentially noxious components were 
dispersed in the water. He asks for the Parliament to verify whether the principle of "due 
diligence" has been respected, as well as the handling of oils by the cable operators and the 
state of the Natura 2000 site.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 18 November 2010. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 10 June 2011.

On 18 August 2010 the Commission received an identical complaint from the petitioner. It
replied to the complaint on 29 April 2011, pointing out the following:

 The petitioner’s complaint to the Commission makes explicit reference to an 
investigation which was launched by the Commission in 2008 and which had the same 
object as the petitioner’s complaint. In fact, the investigation referred to concerned the 
possible pollution and damage to SCI IT8030010 “Fondali marini di Ischia, Procida e 
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Vivara” as a consequence of the accidental rupture of submarine electric cables near 
Ischia in 2007, resulting in the dispersion to sea of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs);

 On 6 April 2011, the Commission closed the investigation because a study carried out 
in 2009 by ISPRA (Istituto Superiore per la Protezione e la Ricerca Ambientale, the 
Italian Institute for Environmental Protection and Research) showed that no significant 
pollution levels were detectable in the area concerned and that there had been no bio-
accumulation or bio-magnification of pollutants in living organisms. Therefore, since 
there was no evidence of a degradation of the ecological values of the Natura 2000 site 
concerned as a consequence of the breakage of the underwater cables, on 6 April 2011 
the Commission closed its investigation;

 The petitioner’s complaint to the Commission also makes reference to further instances 
of dispersion to sea of pollutants as a consequence of the rupture of submarine electric 
cables near Ischia, which allegedly occurred in 2009 and/or 2010. However, the 
petitioner’s complaint provides no evidence whatsoever of a possible degradation of 
the ecological values of the Natura 2000 site concerned as a consequence of the further 
instances of dispersion to sea of pollutants which allegedly occurred in 2009 and/or 
2010;

 Consequently, in its answer to the petitioner’s complaint the Commission concluded 
that, unless he provides further elements pointing at a possible degradation of the 
ecological values of the Natura 2000 site as a consequence of the alleged further 
instances of dispersion to sea of pollutants, the Commission will close the complaint 
file.

Conclusion

In the absence of further elements pointing at a possible degradation of the ecological values 
of the Natura 2000 site concerned as a consequence of the instances of dispersion to sea of 
pollutants allegedly occurred in 2009 and/or 2010, the Commission does not see a justification 
for further investigating this case.


