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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0031/2011 by Volker Schmohl (German), on behalf of 
Bürgerinitiative Müggelspree, on the anger of some citizens of Brandenburg 
about the effects of European policy under the Water Framework Directive.

1. Summary of petition

According to the petitioner thousands of citizens are due to lose their properties and 
livelihoods as a result of the implementation of the WFD by Brandenburg and they are furious 
with the Parliament on account of it.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 26 April 2011. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 6 September 2011

The petitioner argues that the implementation of the Water Framework Directive1 in 
Brandenburg would have detrimental effects on his individual property rights as a result of 
more frequent floods, which according to the petitioner, would occur because of the 
restoration measures taken. 

The Water Framework Directive established a strategic framework for the protection of all 
water bodies, i.e. rivers, lakes, coastal waters and groundwater. As the cornerstone of EU 
water policy, the Water Framework Directive (WFD) provides that all water bodies must meet 

                                               
1 Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2000 establishing a
    framework for Community action in the field of water policy (OJ L 327, 22.12.2000, p. 1–73).
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the standard of “good status” as a rule by the end of 2015. To this end, Member States are 
under the obligation of drawing up a river basin management plan (RBMP) and a programme 
of measures for each river basin district. These programmes of measures have to be 
operational by 2012. 

Member States were under the obligation to submit their draft RBMPs to public consultation 
and to submit the final version to the European Commission in 2010. All RBMPs are 
currently being assessed and the main findings of the assessment will be made public in the 
report on the implementation of the Water Framework Directive which is planned for 2012 
(as required by Article 18 of the WFD). This report will include a review of how Member 
States have tackled their river basin management planning. . In the meantime, should the 
Commission identify any instances of non compliance for a given RBMP, these will be raised 
with the Member States concerned.

The second river basin management plans shall be prepared in coordination with the first 
flood risk management plans, by the end of 2015 as required by Directive 2007/60/EC1 The 
aim of the directive is to reduce the adverse consequences of floods on human health, 
economic activity, cultural heritage and the environment. The Floods Directive recognises the 
close links between water management and flood risk management and, therefore, requires a 
synchronisation and coordination, or integration, of the planning processes including the 
public consultation process. Both water quality management and flood risk management are, 
thus, important objectives. 

The Water Framework Directive lays down binding objectives whilst leaving Member Sates 
with very wide discretion as regards the means to achieve such objectives. The RBMP which 
is relevant for this petition was submitted to public consultation and the legitimate interests of 
the petitioner could have been raised in that framework. The petition does not point to any 
possible breach of EU law and the petitioner may, therefore, wish to take his case, if any, 
before the competent authorities of the Member State concerned.

                                               

1 Directive 2007/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2007 on the
 assessment and management of flood risks (OJ L 288 , 06/11/2007, p. 0027 – 0034).


