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6.9.2011

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0362/2011 by Reinhard Rink (German), on better coordination by 
the EU in dealing with tick-borne Lyme disease

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner represents victims of tick-borne Lyme disease in their dealings with their 
employers' federations and state pension insurance. He appeals to the European Parliament to 
promote better coordination in the EU for victims of this disease. He suggests a European 
register in order to gain a better understanding and raise political awareness. He maintains that 
the provisions of Directive 2003/99/EC on the monitoring of zoonoses and zoonotic agents
regarding borreliosis are insufficiently implemented. The disease should be classified as 
infectious. Also, he seeks more research work on prevention and therapy, etc.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 8 July 2011. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 6 September 2011

The petition

The petitioner requests the European Union to take the necessary measures to:
 add Lyme-borreliosis to the list of mandatory notifiable diseases in the EU;
 harmonise the case definition of Lyme-borreliosis in the EU;
 recognise chronic Lyme-borreliosis;
 develop a global concept to improve prevention, epidemiologic research, diagnostic and 

therapy at EU level;
 include Lyme-borreliosis in the legislation of the Member States;
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 update the diagnostic criteria of Lyme-borreliosis and improve laboratory techniques;
 improve awareness of Lyme-borreliosis among clinicians, healthcare workers and medical 

doctors.

The Commission's observations

The Commission is aware of the epidemiology of tick-borne diseases such as Lyme-
borreliosis and of the potential risks they pose to human health. The Commission would like 
to recall that vector-borne diseases are covered by EU-wide surveillance in accordance with 
Decision 2007/875/EC1.

In cooperation with the Commission, the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) prioritised in its 2010-2013 Work Programme tick-borne diseases under the activities 
related to emerging and vector-born diseases. The emerging and vector-borne disease (EVD) 
programme contributes to strengthening EU-wide preparedness and response by providing 
Member States with access to expertise, the latest scientific knowledge, and a wide range of 
other tools to support decision making. With a focus primarily on Lyme-borreliosis and tick-
borne encephalitis, the objectives of these actions will notably be:
 to develop a surveillance strategy;
 to raise clinical awareness;
 to identify the scientific expertise and diagnostic laboratory capacity in Europe;
 to ensure full support to outbreak assistance teams in terms of diagnostic capacity, 

updated scientific advice and surveillance activities

The ECDC is monitoring the epidemiological situation of tick-borne diseases in the EU and 
has developed a communication toolkit on tick-borne diseases, which aims at assisting public 
health authorities in Member States in the development of strategies and communication 
materials to raise awareness on prevention and control of such diseases.

The ECDC called in November 2010 an expert consultation to define a strategy at the EU 
level to strengthen the capacity of the EU Member States for the surveillance and prevention 
of tick-borne diseases, with special emphasis on Lyme-borreliosis and tick-borne encephalitis.
Although no consensus was reached on the notifiable status of Lyme-borreliosis, the need to 
harmonise the case definition was identified to ensure an effective collection of the necessary 
epidemiological data. An EU case definition is currently being prepared with the objective to 
allow comparable reporting in the Union.

In addition, in the context of climate change and communicable diseases, the ECDC is 
exploring the development of the European Environment and Epidemiology Network (E3)
whose aim is to connect climatic/environmental and infectious disease data so as to strengthen 
European capacity in forecasting, monitoring and responding to the threats posed by new and 
emerging diseases including vector-borne diseases transmitted by ticks and Lyme-borreliosis.

                                               
1 Commission Decision of 18 December 2007 amending Decision n° 2119/98/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council, and Decision 2000/96/EC as regards communicable 
diseases listed in those decisions
OJ L 344, 28.12.2007, p. 48
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The EU Health Programme provides possibilities to support initiatives for preventing and 
arising awareness of communicable diseases. The Commission would like to emphasize that 
the complexity of diagnosing Lyme-borreliosis requires good cooperation between 
laboratories and clinicians and recalls that a two year R+D project (HILYSENS) funded by 
the Commission's Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) is ongoing: the aim of this project is 
to develop a novel lab-on-chip diagnostic tool to improve clinical diagnostic, disease 
monitoring and treatment of Lyme-borreliosis by enabling specific and sensitive detection of 
the human serological response against its causative agent.

Conclusion

The Commission will communicate this petition and the different key points regarding the 
epidemiological surveillance of Lyme-borreliosis to the European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control so that they can review and consider these elements in the context of 
their ongoing work on the surveillance of tick-borne diseases.


