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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0262/2011 by Romanian Ornithological Society and NGO Coalition 
Natura 2000 Romania, on behalf of 55 Romanian NGOs, on the potential 
impact on Natura 2000 sites of the installation of a wind park in the 
Dobrogea region of southeastern Romania 

1. Summary of petition

The petitioners refer to plans to install a large wind park (2 300 wind turbines) in the 
Dobrogea region of southeastern Romania. Some 60 to 70 percent of the turbines are to be 
located on or close to Natura 2000 sites. The petitioners consider that the cumulative impact 
of such a large-scale project threatens the cohesion of the protected areas and may irreparably 
damage their biodiversity. According to the petitioners, the Romanian authorities have failed 
to draw up a strategic environmental assessment report. No studies have been carried out of 
the migratory patterns of the bat populations, for example, nor have the various habitats been 
mapped. The petitioners ask for all activities and grants of construction permits to be 
suspended/stopped until a strategic environmental assessment report has been drawn up and 
published, and suitable locations for wind turbines have been determined on the basis of that 
assessment. They further call on the European Parliament to ask the Romanian environment 
minister to specify what steps he is taking to ensure that the Natura 2000 network in the 
Dobrogea region is not damaged by wind energy projects.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 6 June 2011. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 September 2011

The Commission's observations
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The Commission has received a series of complaints concerning the wind farm developments 
in the region of Dobrogea, Romania. The Commission's assessment of the information 
provided by the complainants led to the initiation of infringement proceedings for certain 
Natura 2000 sites and to further preliminary investigations for others allegedly affected by the 
wind farms. Thus, the following procedures are underway:

 ongoing infringement proceedings concerning the impact of wind farms on 
ROSPA0073 Macin-Niculitel and ROSCI0123 Muntii Macinului;

 preliminary investigations concerning the impact of wind farms on ROSPA 0031 
Delta Dunarii and Complexul Raxim-Sinoie, ROSPA0091 Padurea Babadag, 
ROSPA0100 Stepa Casimcea and ROSCI 0201 Podisul Nord Dobrogean.

Whilst following both the infringement proceedings and the preliminary investigations with 
regard to the impact of wind farm developments on the Natura 2000 sites referred to above, 
the Commission is also analysing the application of EU environmental law, in particular the 
application of Directive 85/337/EEC1 on the assessment of the effects of certain public and 
private projects on the environment (the EIA Directive) including the cumulative criteria as 
laid down by Annex III, point I, of the EIA Directive as well as the application of Articles 
6(3) and 7 of Directive 92/43/CEE on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna 
and flora2.

As regards the national means for concerned members of the public to challenge the 
substantive or procedural legality of decisions, acts or omissions, Article 10a of the EIA 
Directive states that Member States are those which "shall ensure that, in accordance with the 
relevant national legal system, members of the public concerned (a) having a sufficient 
interest or alternatively, (b) maintaining the impairment of a right, where administrative 
procedural law of a Member State requires this as a precondition, have access to a review 
procedure before a court of law or another independent and impartial body established by 
law to challenge the substantive or procedural legality of decisions, acts or omissions". In 
addition to this, under article 9(2) and (4) of the Aarhus Convention3, the review procedure 
"shall provide adequate and effective remedies, including injunctive relief as appropriate". 
Hence, the concerned members of public, including NGOs, as provided for by article 10a 
paragraph (3), may seek redress and request injunctive relief before a national court of law or 
other independent bodies established by law.

Conclusion

The Commission is taking the appropriate measures to investigate the alleged breaches of EU 
environmental law.

                                               
1 OJ L175, 5/7/1985
2 OJ L206, 22/7/1992
3 Approved by the European Community by Council Decision 2005/370/EC of 17 February 2005 on the conclusion of the 
Convention on access to information, public participation in decision-making and access to justice in environmental matters.


