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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0806/2010 by Emmanouil Domazakis (Greek), on behalf of the "Creta 
Farm" company, on a Written Question to the Commission concerning alleged 
soil and marine pollution caused by "Creta Farm"

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner refers to Written Question E-2932/10 of 3 May 2010 by Michail Tremopoulos 
on soil and marine pollution in a protected area coming from a pig farm, which states inter 
alia that according to field research carried out by the National Technical University and an 
NGO, there has been widespread environmental pollution on land and at sea in the coastal 
area of Latzimas, a Natura 2000 protected site in the Rethymno prefecture. According to the 
NGO, the only establishment which could cause such a level of pollution in the area is the pig 
farm owned by the Creta Farm company, which is less than a kilometre from the sea. The 
Ecocrete grouping of ecological associations has raised this issue, complaining, inter alia, that 
the concentration, after biological purification, of treated waste in the water used for irrigation 
is too high, that the environmental impact assessment for the farm incorrectly states that the 
area is suitable for the disposal of treated waste, and that the farm uses considerably more 
water than provided for by the environmental impact assessment. The Commission was 
therefore asked if it would reconsider the conditions in the pig farm’s authorisations under the 
provisions of Directive 2008/1/EC, if the farm’s environmental impact assessment was made 
public, allowing affected members of the public to express their opinions and objections in 
accordance with Directives 2008/1/EC and 2003/4/EC, and if the farm respect the limits on 
ammonia emissions. The petitioner, who rejects the research findings in question and claims 
moral compensation, wishes to inform Parliament of the facts and submits comprehensive 
documentation for that purpose.

2. Admissibility
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Declared admissible on 10 November 2010. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 September 2011

Following a request made by the Commission, the Greek authorities have supplied 
information concerning the status of the pig farm in Crete, Greece.  The information indicates 
that the installation concerned comprises a pig slaughterhouse, food preparation, a piggery 
and associated waste management processes and falls within the scope of Directive 
2008/1/EC concerning integrated pollution prevention and control (IPPC)1.  

The initial permit decision for the installation was issued in 1999.  The information provided 
by the Greek authorities indicates that all relevant public participation requirements set out in 
EU legislation were met in issuing the permit.  The permit has been subject to a number of 
subsequent amendments, in particular to deal with waste from the installation since the first 
permit issue.  Permit violations have previously been identified and in one case a fine was 
imposed.   The most recent amendments to the permit have considered these previous 
violations, as well as the complaints received from a number of local groups. They identify a 
number of actions that have either been completed or are ongoing in order to address the 
concerns expressed in those complaints.  This includes measures to dispose of  treated sewage 
from the installation in the local sewerage system and, thereby, reduce the pollution load from 
the site.  

The Greek authorities have indicated that a study is ongoing concerning the state of the area's 
aquifer including whether it has been polluted as a result of the operation of the installation
concerned.

Conclusion

On the basis of the information submitted by the Greek authorities, both in relation to the 
updated permit conditions and in relation to the aquifer study, the Commission cannot identify 
an ongoing breach of EU law but will continue to monitor the situation.

                                               
1 OJ L 24, 29.1.2008, p. 8.


