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Subject: Petition 1355/2010 by Christian Hehn (German), on the barring from 
employment in Germany of graduates with degrees obtained at foreign 
universities

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner indicates that, under a law which, he maintains, dates from the Nazi era, the 
German authorities are barring graduates holding degrees obtained at foreign universities 
from the German employment market. The petitioner, a German national with a degree from a 
non-German university, takes the view that he is the victim of discrimination and that the 
German authorities ought to recognise his qualification.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 11 February 2011. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 September 2011

The petitioner has already introduced a complaint before the Commission for non recognition 
in Germany of his British honour senior degree.  The complainant also argued that holders of 
qualifications from other Member States cannot use their title in Germany unlike holders of 
German diplomas.

After examination, the complaint was closed on the following grounds :

The petitioner did not intend to exercise a regulated profession in Germany. As a result, he 
did not have to apply for the recognition of his qualification in order to exercise the 
profession.  It is up to his potential employer to assess whether the qualification is appropriate 
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for the job offer. Therefore, the Commission did not identify any infringement to European 
law on this issue by German authorities.

The complainant has not provided any evidence that holders of qualifications from other 
Member States cannot use their title in Germany.  In particular, the complainant has not 
provided evidence that Germany has not complied with the Court of justice, case law Dieter 
Kraus of 31 March 1993 (C-19/92).  In this case law, the Court has concluded that Articles of 
the Treaty "must be interpreted as meaning that they do not preclude a Member State from 
prohibiting one of its own nationals, who holds a postgraduate academic title awarded in 
another Member State, from using that title on its territory without having obtained an 
administrative authorization for that purpose, provided that the authorization procedure is 
intended solely to verify whether the postgraduate academic title was properly awarded, that 
the procedure is easily accessible and does not call for the payment of excessive 
administrative fees, that any refusal of authorization is capable of being subject to judicial 
proceedings, that the person concerned is able to ascertain the reasons for the decision and 
that the penalties prescribed for non compliance with the authorization procedure are not 
disproportionate to the gravity of the offence." Therefore, the Commission did not identify 
any infringement to European law on this issue by German authorities.


