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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1521/2010 by Solomeea Romanescu (Romanian), on plans by the 
Romanian government to change the official name of the Roma ethnic group 
to 'Tigan'

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner says that the Romanian Government is preparing to change the Roma ethnic 
group's official name to 'Tigan'. She says that the aim is to discriminate against this group, 
creating a category of inferior citizens and linking them with a word which Romanian popular 
collective memory associates with the slavery prevalent in the country from 1385 to 1856 and 
the deportations carried out during the Second World War.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 18 March 2011. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 September 2011

The petition refers to a draft bill, put forward by liberal democrat MP Silviu Prigoana. The 
justification of the draft bill claims that changing the name of the Romanian Roma ethnic 
group to "Tsiganie" was necessary because of the similarity between the name of the country 
of Romania ("Romania" in Romanian) and that of the Roma ("Romi" in Romanian). It also 
argued that the term "Gypsies" ("Tsigani" in Romanian) is more widespread in the country. 
The draft bill was endorsed by two Parliamentary Committees (committees for human rights 
and equal opportunities).
The petitioner raises concerns about this change; stressing that such a change would entail 
discrimination against Roma folk.

The Commission's observations
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The Commission was informed that on 9 February the Romanian Chamber of Deputies 
rejected the bill in question. On 5th April, the bill was also rejected by the Romanian Senate, 
and it has become a definitive rejection.

Conclusions

As the bill against which the petition was raised was definitely rejected by the Romanian 
Senate, the petition has lost its grounds.    


