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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0342/2011 by František Piskura (Slovak), on on his appeal for justice

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner has benefited from court rulings in Slovakia and from the European Court of 
Human Rights in his favour, but the rulings have never been enforced, despite his appeals to 
all instances for over 15 years. He therefore considers that the Slovak Republic is not be 
considered a not a state where the rule of law prevails. He asks the European Parliament to 
help him achieve justice.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 28 June 2011. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 September 2011

On the basis of the information provided by the Petitioner, it would not appear that his case 
falls within the competence of the European Union. The petitioner does not provide details of 
the circumstances of the case dealt with by the rulings of the Slovak court or the European 
Court of Human Rights which would allow the Commission to determine whether European 
Union law might be applicable in this case. It does not even result from the petition whether 
the case concerns a civil and commercial matter or a matter of public law. 

Judging from the fact that the petitioner has tried to enforce the court rulings in question for 
the past 15 years, it would appear that these judgments were given well before Slovakia 
joined the European Union. The decision of the Slovak court can therefore not have been 
taken on the basis of any instrument of European Union law which entered into force for 
Slovakia at the earliest when the country joined the EU in 2004. 
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As Union law currently stands, the enforcement of judgments (in civil and commercial 
matters) in the Member State in which they have been issued is entirely governed by national 
law. Union law determines how a foreign judgment is recognised and declared enforceable in 
another Member State but does not govern the modalities of enforcement in that Member 
State. 

It does also not appear from the facts submitted by the Petitioner that the Slovak Republic 
infringed the European Charter of Fundamental rights. According to Article 51 (1) of the 
Charter, its provisions are addressed to the Member States only when they are implementing 
Union law. Since the failure of the Slovak Republic to enforce court rulings in favour of the 
Petitioner does not seem to fall within the scope of European Union law, this condition is not 
fulfilled.


