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1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls on the European Union to end the massive number of deaths among 
refugees who travel to Europe by boat. They believe that Frontex’s activities in turning people 
away at the external borders must be ended and that Frontex must be used to take refugees in. 
There should also be an end to economic discrimination against developing countries by the 
EU, the EU must conduct a humane immigration policy, respect human rights and adhere to 
its own Judaeo-Christian principles. The petitioner also wants the EU to take in refugees from 
the war zones in the Arab world.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 28 June 2011. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 September 2011

Political unrest and military conflicts in the Southern Mediterranean have led to the loss of 
human lives and the displacement of hundreds of thousands of people. The EU responded to 
this challenge swiftly and pro-actively. Substantial funds have been mobilised by the 
Commission and the Member States to help manage the humanitarian emergency. 

The Commission is well aware of the dramatic situation of migrants crossing the 
Mediterranean Sea and deeply regrets the fact that so many are losing their lives. The 
Commission is and will continue to do its outmost to try to avoid such tragedies so as to 
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reduce the death toll. That is why Joint Operation Hermes 2011 coordinated by Frontex, 
which started on 20 February 2011, includes search and rescue activities. The operation also 
includes assistance to Italy in screening and registering arriving migrants. 

Concerning refugees stranded in Libya, the Commission organised, on 12 May 2011, a 
Ministerial Pledging Conference where EU States and other European countries committed to 
resettle to their territories over 700 very vulnerable refugees who had been stranded in Libya 
for a long time. Moreover, alongside the aforementioned humanitarian support, the European 
Commission intends to implement as a matter of urgency a Regional Protection Programme 
encompassing Egypt and Tunisia – and, when possible, Libya – aimed at enhancing the 
possibility to assist refugees stranded in these countries and to develop the legislation and the 
administrative capacity of these countries to treat refugees in line with international standards. 
Both initiatives will be implemented with the support of the Office of the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees and of the International Organisation for Migration. The 
Commission hopes that these two measures, as part of a broader package of measures that the 
EU is putting in place, will contribute to diminish the need for persons seeking protection to 
cross the Mediterranean, therefore reducing the risk of tragedies at sea. 

The Commission is seeking to ensure a coherent EU approach in the area of migration, 
mobility and security, especially with the southern Mediterranean countries. The development 
of a common EU policy should be based on five commitments: organising legal migration, 
fighting against irregular migration, strengthening the external borders, building an EU 
asylum system and creating a global partnership for migration and development. 

As concerns the rights of asylum seekers and refugees more specifically, the Union is 
committed to establishing a Common European Asylum System, based on the full and 
inclusive application of the Geneva Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees of 1951. 
There is a comprehensive body of Union law relating to asylum, which among others 
guarantees access to the asylum procedure, defines the criteria to be recognised as a refugee 
or as a beneficiary of subsidiary protection, and establishes minimum standards for the
reception of asylum seekers. Moreover, the European Union has recently created the 
European Asylum Support Office, in order to help improve the implementation of the 
Common European Asylum System, strengthen practical cooperation among Member States 
on asylum and provide and/or coordinate the provision of operational support to Member 
States subject to particular pressure on their asylum and reception systems.


