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Subject: Petition 0424/2011 by Emilia Accardo (Italian), on opposition to a new 
landfill in Alta Irpinia (Campania, Italy)

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner explains that in her province of Avellino, economic activity is mostly 
agricultural. She does not think that the public authorities should accept the creation of a new 
landfill site to host refuse from Naples, with all the inherent risks to the health of the citizens 
and damage to the environment. What is more, she wants to see everybody separating and 
diminishing their waste.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 18 July 2011. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 September 2011

As stated in the previous communications about the waste crisis in Campania, in July 2008 
the Commission referred Italy to the European Court of Justice (case C-297/08) with 
reference to the incorrect application of the Waste Framework Directive (Directive 
2006/12/EC on waste1) in Campania.

On 4 March 2010, the European Court of Justice (ECJ) ruled that the presence of significant 
amounts of waste in the streets of the Campania Region had caused a risk for the 
environment and human health, and that the network of disposal installations in Campania 
was insufficient to ensure the proper disposal of waste. 
                                               
1 OJ L 114, 27.4.2006, p.9.
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In the context of the above-mentioned infringement procedure, the Commission will pursue 
its enforcement action aimed at ensuring that the Italian Authorities take, as soon as possible,
the measures necessary to execute the ECJ ruling by upgrading the waste management 
system in Campania in compliance with EU environmental law. 

With specific regard to the separate collection of waste in Campania, the Commission has 
been insisting to the Italian Authorities on the need to enhance separate collection in the 
Campania Region, and, in particular, in Naples.

With specific regard to the potential opening of a new landfill in Irpinia, it is to be noted that 
it falls within the remit of national authorities to evaluate the risks related to the opening of 
waste management facilities and that the Commission cannot interfere with the national 
authorities as to the location and the features of these facilities, in so far as decisions are 
taken in compliance with EU law and, in particular, in compliance with Directive 
85/337/EEC on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the 
environment1 and with Directive 1999/31/EC on the landfill of waste2. At this stage, the 
Commission has no reason to believe that the Italian Authorities, should they actually decide 
to open a new landfill in Irpinia, will not respect the above-mentioned directives.
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