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26.10.2011

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0757/2010 by Hartmut Tannenberger (German), bearing some 
11 000 signatures, on air pollution in the Erzgebirge area on the border 
between Germany and the Czech Republic

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner refers to the IPPC Directive (Directive 2008/1/EC of the European Parliament 
and of the Council concerning integrated pollution prevention and control), replacing Council 
Directive 96/6/EC, under which particularly polluting industrial and agricultural activities 
require authorisation. Such authorisation is only granted when particular environmental 
requirements are met, and firms must themselves take action to prevent and minimise any 
pollution they cause. The petitioner considers that these provisions have not been complied 
with by the Czech authorities, which are failing to take action against the petro-chemical plant 
in the Czech border area, the operation of which is giving rise to serious air pollution. Since 
this air pollution in the Erzgebirge is not only a short-term health risk but may also cause 
lifelong damage to the local population, the petitioner calls on the European Parliament to 
take the matter up.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 3 November 2010. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 29 March 2011.

The Commission’s observations
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Based on the submissions of the Czech Republic to the European Pollutant Release and 
Transfer Register (E-PRTR) established by Regulation (EC) No 166/20061 there are indeed 
several installations carrying out chemical activities as defined in Point 4 of Annex I of 
Directive 2008/1/EC concerning integrated pollution prevention and control2 in the region 
referred to by the petitioners, notably close to the city of Ústí nad Labem.

Based on the submissions under Directive 2008/50/EC on ambient air quality and cleaner air 
for Europe3, the zone on the Czech side of the border "CZ042 Ústecký kraj" was in 2009 
exceeding the daily limit value for SO2, the annual limit value for NO2 and the daily limit 
value for PM10. 

As regards the exceedance of the SO2 daily limit value in 2009, the Commission notes that the 
zone was in compliance in 2008. It will, therefore, closely monitor the situation to see 
whether there is a long-term exceedance problem in the zone or whether the zone has 
subsequently reached compliance again in 2010.

In order to address the exceedance over several years of the PM10 limit values, the 
Commission opened an infringement case against the Czech Republic in January 2010. 
As regards PM10, the Czech Republic has, however, re-notified in application of Article 22 of 
Directive 2008/50/EC an exemption from the obligation to apply the PM10 limit values until 
11 June 2011 inter alia for that zone. The decision of the Commission on the re-notification is 
still pending.

As regards NO2, the Member States have until the end of September 2011 to notify any 
postponement of the deadline to apply with the limit values. The deadline can be postponed 
from 1 January 2010 to 1 January 2015 at the latest.

Conclusions

The Commission considers that the necessary steps have been taken to address the failure to 
comply with the air quality limit values in the area and will provide information on the 
development of the infringement procedure for failure to apply the PM10 limit values.

4. Commission reply (REV.), received on 26 October 2011.

Based on the new submissions under Directive 2008/50/EC on ambient air quality and cleaner 
air for Europe4, the zone bordering the Czech Republic ("CZ042 Ústecký kraj") has reached 
compliance with the daily limit value for SO2 in 2010.  The annual limit value for NO2 and the 
daily limit value for PM10 are still exceeded in that zone.

As regards NO2, on 29th September 2011, the Czech Republic notified its intent to postpone 
the deadline to apply the limit values. The Commission has nine months to assess the 
notification. 

                                               
1 OJ L 33, 4.2.2006, p. 1. The register is publicly available via http://prtr.ec.europa.eu.
2 OJ L 24, 29.1.2008, p. 8 (the IPPC Directive)
3 OJ L 152, 11.6.2008, p. 1
4 OJ L 152, 11.6.2008, p. 1



CM\882137EN.doc 3/3 PE462.653v02-00

EN

As regards PM10, the infringement procedure is still ongoing.

Conclusions

The Commission considers that the necessary steps have been taken to address the failure to 
comply with the air quality limit values in the area. 


