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1. Summary of petition

Since 1988 the petitioner and her husband have been running a small enterprise (VSE) 
making metal moulds for plastic products. She maintains that, whereas Germany and France 
used to predominate in this sector, in 1990 Portugal began to impose itself on the market. This 
led to difficulties for these two Member States, which lost significant market share. According 
to the petitioner, the situation is now even more serious as the European Union is allowing 
this type of product to be imported from China. As a result, her enterprise is facing a very 
difficult economic situation. She wonders whether the European Union does not have the 
means to support small enterprises such as hers.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 27 May 2011. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 26 October 2011

The Commission recognises the crucial role played by SMEs in the European economy and is 
well aware that they were severely hit by the financial and economic crisis. According to 
recent estimations, around 3.5 million jobs were lost in SMEs in 2008-2010. 

For this reason, the Commission has placed the SMEs at the centre of its policies. The review 
of the Communication “Small Business Act” for Europe (SBA) adopted in February 2011 sets 
out a comprehensive set of actions addressed both to the Member States and the Commission 
in order to help SMEs to overcome the crisis. These actions are focusing on three priority
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areas identified by the Commission together with the Member States and SME stakeholders: 
improving SMEs' access to finance, simplifying the regulatory environment ("Think Small 
First" principle) and enhancing SMEs' access to markets. The Member States renewed their 
political commitment to implement the updated SBA and consequently to take initiatives in 
favour of SMEs at the Competitiveness Council in May.  
The Commission has taken specific action to improve SMEs’ access to finance which remains 
difficult.  In general, European SMEs rely more on bank loans than their counterparts in some 
other economies. It is therefore crucial that banks resume their normal role of providing 
liquidity and supporting investment in the real economy. Likewise, it is also important to 
further support and develop equity markets for start-ups and small innovative enterprises. To 
monitor the market situation and to encourage new approaches to improve access to finance 
for SMEs, the Commission set up, at the request of Vice-President Antonio Tajani,  a 
permanent ‘SME Finance Forum’ which gathers together representatives of the financial 
sector and business organizations.

EU financing programmes are generally not in the form of direct aid paid by the Commission 
to individuals or enterprises. Instead, aid is normally channelled through local, regional or 
national authorities, as well as through reputable financial intermediaries, such as banks and 
occasionally venture capital organisations. 
In France, guarantees and microcredits for small businesses, which are backed by the EU 
funding from the ‘Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP)’, are 
available through Socama, Siagi, Adie and Crédit Coopératif in providing. Please consult the 
following website for more information and contact details in France: 
http://www.access2finance.eu/en/France/cip/index.htm

Cohesion policy is playing an important role in restoring confidence in the real economy by 
supporting investment in business production capacity and the SMEs’ sustainability in the 
medium-long run. The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) part- finances the 
2007-2013 regional operational programme for Midi-Pyrénées. This programme contains two 
priorities, namely: 1) reinforcing the research assets of the Competitiveness poles – total 
investment 250 m€; 2) developing enterprise competitiveness - total investment 454 m€ both 
aiming at strengthening SME competitiveness.
The European Social Fund on its side supports up- and re-skilling workers and the 
unemployed and helps workers and companies to adapt to change and restructuring, provided 
that the EU State aid rules are complied with. Support is available through Operational 
Programmes managed at regional and national level. 
If SMEs are put in a situation where redundancies cannot be avoided, the concerned country 
(France in this case) could submit an application for funding from the European Globalisation 
Adjustment Fund (EGF). This Fund provides assistance to workers made redundant because 
of globalisation (e.g. substantial increase of imports into the EU) or the global financial and 
economic crisis. The EGF1 can become involved where 500 or more redundancies occur over 
a period of nine months in enterprises operating in the same economic sector and in one or 
two adjacent regions at NUTS II level. 

                                               
1 Regulation (EC) No 1927/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 December 2006 on 
establishing the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund, OJ L 406, 30.12.2006, p. 1.
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Conclusion
The Commission is not able to intervene directly in an ad hoc way in the petitioner’s case. 
However, local support can be provided through EU programmes. 
The Commission advises the petitioner to contact his local point of the Enterprise Europe 
Network to get more information on support opportunities available within the EU 
programmes: 

http://www.enterprise-europe-network.ec.europa.eu/about/branches/FR/


