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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0385/2011 by Noeleen McManus (Irish), on behalf of SWAP, on a 
building project in an alleged flood risk zone in County Wicklow

1. Summary of petition

Local residents have been opposing a high density building project on flood risk plain in 
exchange flood defences for a number of years. They fear that the flood defences would cause 
homes upstream to become threatened by floods. They do not have the means to fight this in 
the Irish court and ask the European Parliament to help.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 13 July 2011. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 26 October 2011

Under Directive 2007/60/EC1 on the assessment and management of flood risks, Member 
States are required to produce flood risk management plans by the end of 2015. The aim of 
the directive is to reduce the adverse consequences of floods on human health, economic 
activity, cultural heritage and the environment. The Floods Directive also requires Member 
States to map the risk and draw up flood risk maps by the end of 2013 and to prepare 
Preliminary Flood Risk Assessments by 22 December 2011. All these documents need to be 
made available to the public.

                                               
1 Directive 2007/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2007 on the assessment 
and management of flood risks (OJ L 288 , 06/11/2007, p. 0027 – 0034).
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The Commission is aware that the Irish authorities are carrying out preliminary flood risk 
assessment for the whole country, including for fluvial and pluvial flood events such as those 
that occurred in October 2011.

Implementation of the directive is the responsibility of the Member States. The Commission 
considers that flood defences can only partly, and under certain circumstances, compensate 
the risks related to building on floodplains such as reducing the flood storage area thereby 
increasing the impact of floods.

At this stage, the deadlines for producing the flood risk maps and the flood risk management 
plans have not yet expired. As a result, the obligations laid down in the directive cannot be 
enforced with regard to the case raised by the petitioner.

Conclusion

The case raised by the petitioner illustrates the need for a timely implementation of Directive 
2007/60/EC on the assessment and management of flood risks. However, considering the 
deadlines laid down by the directive, no breach of EU law can be identified at this stage.


