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Subject: Petition 0520/2011 by Herbert Fürst (German), on genetically modified
substances

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls for a ban on genetically modified substances. He mentions the genetically 
modified potato Amflora as an example. According to the petitioner, this potato cannot be 
distinguished from other potatoes for human consumption in the processing industry, so that 
(parts of) the Amflora may enter the food chain. According to the petitioner it is not clear 
whether the antibiotic resistance of the Amflora affects the antibiotic resistance of humans.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 13 September 2011. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 16 December 2011

This petition was initially addressed to the Deutscher Bundestag, which provided a detailed 
and extensive answer to the petitioner, and which communicated it to the European 
Parliament for information.

The Commission agrees with the elements raised by the Deutscher Bundestag in its answer to 
the petitioner with respect to the genetically modified potato Amflora. Regarding these, the 
Commission would like to refer the Committee on Petitions to the observations given in its 
communication on petition 305/2010. However, in order to fully address the petitioner's 
concerns, the Commission would like to provide an update on the elements mentioned in the 
latter communication.  

Following the Commission's request, EFSA published in August 2011 a guidance on Post-
Market Environmental Monitoring (PMEM) of genetically modified plants to update its 2006 
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scientific opinion

The Commission has also requested EFSA to analyse the 2009 monitoring report on Amflora. 
The adoption of an opinion is expected by the end of 2012.
EFSA published in November 2010 its updated Environmental Risk Assessment guidelines 
on GMOs. The Commission has started working with Member States on reviewing and 
transforming these guidelines into legal documents approved by Member States.


